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ccording to the latest tracking data of the new crown epidemic in 14 Pacific island countries, com-
Apared with the statistics of last month, seven countries, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, Tonga,

Solomon Islands, Palau and Kiribati, all experienced sharp new outbreaks. The number of new
coronavirus infections has spread very rapidly. Faced with a sharp increase in confirmed and suspected
cases, Pacific island countries are facing enormous medical and financial pressures. Although Pacific island
countries have received strong funding and support from major international organizations, infectious dis-
eases such as dengue fever and malaria have undoubtedly caused huge challenges to the local medical sys-

tem, and the epidemic control work still needs to be further strengthened.
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he Republic of Palau

and the United States

opened the 7th Our
Ocean Conference (OOC)
today, marking the first time
this event has been held in a
small island developing state
(SIDS).

For SIDS, this underscores
the critical role and leadership
of indigenous peoples and lo-
cal communities in tackling
the climate change and ocean
crises.

Palau and the United States
organised this gathering of
more than 500 representatives
from foreign governments,
intergovernmental organisa-
tions, academic and research
institutions, the private sector,
and civil society organisa-
tions. Among the participants
is a special group of youth
delegates who are showcasing
their leadership and youth-led
initiatives for ocean action.

President Surangel Whipps,
Jr and U.S Special Presiden-
tial Envoy for Climate John
Kerry, who are co-hosting
the conference, opened the
conference, highlighting the
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Pacific’s long history of ocean
stewardship, and called on
participants to confront the
challenges of the global cli-
mate-ocean crisis with a new
level of urgency.

In a joint statement, President
Whipps and Kerry noted, “As
governments around the world
work to sustainably rebuild
their economies in the wake
of the COVID-19 pandemic,
we would do well to remem-
ber that the ocean holds as
many opportunities for resil-
ient low-carbon growth as can
be found on land.”

The conference, titled “Our
Ocean, Our People, Our Pros-
perity,” focuses on combating
climate change, promoting
sustainable fisheries, creating
sustainable blue economies,
advancing marine protected
areas, achieving a safe and
secure ocean, and tackling
marine pollution. The impor-
tance of ocean-based climate
solutions and the centrality
of a healthy ocean to small
island developing states—and
all places where the ocean
1s a primary source of suste-
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nance—will be cross-cutting
themes throughout the confer-
ence.

“Our Ocean” is a signature
platform to mobilise support
for ocean action. The six
previous conferences have
garnered more than 1,400
commitments worth approxi-
mately $91.4 billion and pro-
tecting more than five million
square miles of the ocean.
Major new commitments from
foreign governments, industry
leaders, and philanthropies are
expected to add to this year’s
momentum and progress.

“As with climate action on
land, progress on ocean pro-
tection ultimately hinges on
political will. It is worth re-
minding ourselves that, at
the end of the day, we are
all connected by the ocean,”
President Whipps and Kerry
added.
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apua New Guinean

Prime Minister James

Marape and Indone-
sian President Joko “Jokowi”
Widodo discussed ways to
further deepen the bilateral
trade ties during the former’s
visit to Indonesia on Thurs-
day.

Both countries set their sights
on increasing the current bi-
lateral trade volume, which
managed to book a strong
growth despite the pandemic.
According to Jokowi, Indone-
sia-Papua New Guinea (PNG)
trade volume jumped 87 per-
cent in the Covid-stricken
2021, compared to the previ-
ous year, and even higher than
the pre-pandemic levels.

“It brings hope and optimism
for the post-pandemic recov-
ery and I believe there are still
many opportunities out there.
For that reason, Indonesia is
ready to open its borders with
PNG to recover the cross-bor-
der trade and the economic
pulse of the people living in
the borders,” Jokowi told a
joint presser at the Bogor Pal-
ace on Thursday.

The president added that he
welcomed the launch of a fea-
sibility study on a preferential
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trade agreement between In-
donesia-PNG.

He also called for a bilateral
investment agreement to fa-
cilitate and protect investors
of both countries. To this end,
Jokowi has instructed his
ministers, as well as the Indo-
nesian Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (Kadin) to go on
a trade and investment mis-
sion to PNG.

Jokowi then went on to say
that the bilateral meeting dis-
cussed health cooperation,
among other fields.

“Indonesia is ready to support
PNG’s efforts in strengthen-
ing its national health secu-
rity through the partnership
between our food and drug
administration agencies. Indo-
nesia’s pharmaceutical com-
panies have shown interest
in the PNG market,” Jokowi
said.

Jokowi and Marape also had
talks on improving both air,
land, and sea connectivity be-
tween the two countries.

“Hopefully, opportunities will
emerge for Indonesian con-
struction companies to build
connectivity facilities and in-
frastructure in PNG,” Jokowi
said.

AFEHAHRAART

According to Prime Minister
Marape, the recent bilateral
meeting has enhanced Indo-
nesia-PNG’s ties, with the
discussions going beyond the
usual border issues.

“For so long, we have just fo-
cused on border issues. But
the discussion between Presi-
dent [Jokowi] and myself has
elevated to discussions outside
of border issues, and more
into trade, commerce, econo-
my, public service exchange,
health and education service
exchange,” Marape said.

The prime minister also
thanked Indonesia for help-
ing PNG amidst challenging
times.

“You have always been there
for us in some of the moments
when we struggle as a nation,
during the crisis, financial
stressful days, and Covid-19
pandemic stresses,2 Marape
said, while also inviting Joko-
wi to visit Port Moresby next
year.

Trade Ministry data shows
that Indonesia-PNG trade
totaled US$322.5 million in
2021, a leap from US$172.3
million in the previous year.
The bilateral trade stood at
US$212.6 million in 2019.



// PACIFIC ISLANDS NEWSLETTERS /

KT 5 R A
WM AR

bo!
bo!

o J MR N AR A 5K 38 BA

2022404 H 01 H  JHESRIE: Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat | [& 7 IR Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat

2022 /4 H 1 H, 25 - 58 72 mEPR 2Bk
RAEZWGERAT, £ I A [ s R R i i
IREF T hrnfEE =R MOU) , AiEHFEISCH
TR URZATIHTIAIR, K2R HER
HITE 1.5 BEECE DA, FFAI AL 1E I Al
Xk RERA Jedd B A

AV RIS AR HIX 18 AMEZ A
X AR BUFRIBUAH S, F bR 5 P EE
EIEIAH & /E R R EHE SRR LR SR AE
HEIBE FIT, B R EAL SIS A XAE
EIERREE B S AP RIS IA R TS KN
AR T2 O s R BR AT, PASESR @ BRAL A
(4R aaN 73 AL WD P

B A RN R U5 % R E 5 (SIDS) & XN
B MESSHIRE 11 SZ BRI PP 52, AE2E TR A N5
i, ELAGAE RS BRI A]HF 82K f 7 T AR T I 2
A BE A%, mEFR2 B 211 R 20% BA
FRIERERE T NBIG R R E SR, RS
FH T RE MR 7 T A AR B s, B3 N K LR
s B,

= br 2 Bk 3 % & Je- W L% % (Gianni
Infantino) 7E3 A Bl “IX2 R BRIXTZ
MR HT, Foya AR R 2022 45-RIE/R
tHEFR (The FIFA World Cup - Qatar 2022)
A (B FRATIFTE AR, fE @ ERFTE T T2tk
2, BATEAE T — DRI, & BRARE
ST AURACHIRZ I, R RR, 5RR,
Nk ARFRG 52 2 BRARSZ B 50,

LEFAT P AN S BTN R, ATTH T
(AR BATMA T 597 BRI SRR XA 2
TG, JX BTRAZ S AR AL i, Tl IR R4 REAE

ccccccccccccccccccccccccc

WEARPERSEIRIZENE, 7 R ERSH, “F
N E R R TR, B RERI AR, 2
MCERIA R : BT A SRR I 7=
AR, Fr AT R AT 30, H 2016
FLLK, —RIECEH SN 1 ER BRI HE
Ak g5, ”

KPR EICEM B RS- 59 (Henry
Puna) FrR: AR XA FRATT AT (4 S BRI
B R B B 2 (b, BT A i BA R,
BRI, BHERREBA TS, £ 2 ERAZIRER 72
1.5°C, BATAASEFR B &2 — ML=, F
R BRI BT AR L, sl TR A A
A AR X, AP BOR R BT, Xtk BTl
AR R NESNE RIS .

W BEFIE it R (PN RLR Sl = FINTSIES:
PN, SR EAT 200 24~ E 5 A [ B e B i 37
HIHKFER R, X2 — e PR AR, XA &
VEAUE T B ES IR RE 0 A [E B i & BAL H
B RER, M HIERAER RS0 T5
PRI, AP X O T (AN A i
HHIBHATHETR BN 7 EFR e BT 2021 4F 11
AAETME 2R THIER & E U2 L RS (COP26)
b TR AR, AR EE] 2040 RS
THARN FAE 2016 4F, EFRE B 5 —M 0
A KB EHERR A L)) R ar” BT E PRk
B, AKiaR, OIS E R B FAR
AR = AR

2022 FERRE/R AR LB 52 TR,
FERS A DRI R 8L & R L e T i BAE C 22 N
RRZEEHIPARRI —HRY, RIME PR B R T
X RS AR AL SE MR U R AR T

sssssssssssss , GDUFS 13



Byl

IFA and the Pacific Is-
Flands Forum (PIF) to-

day signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU),
in the margins of the 72nd
FIFA Congress in Doha, com-
mitting to working together to
enhance awareness of climate
change mitigation action to
limit global warming to 1.5
degrees Celsius, and leverage
opportunities for climate-re-
silient football development in
the Blue Pacific region.

The partnership with the PIF,
the premier political inter-
governmental organisation
representing 18 countries
and territories in the Pacific
Ocean, will focus on educa-
tion around climate change
and fostering disaster resil-
ience, including helping with
advocacy strategies and boost
community initiatives. It will
also seek to climate-proof
football’s infrastructure by
linking the work of the Pacific
Islands Forum to FIFA For-
ward projects across the mem-
ber associations of Oceania.

The United Nations defines
small island developing states
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(SIDS) as a group of most
vulnerable and capacity-con-
strained developing countries
sharing similar challenges
when it comes to sustainable
development across all facets
of life, including sports and
football. That covers more
than 20% of FIFA’s 211 mem-
ber associations, and Oceania
is at the highest risk of climate
and disaster impacts, exempli-
fied by the recent devastation
in Tonga.

Speaking at the signing, FIFA
President Gianni Infantino
said: “This is a big day for
football as the world focuses
its attention on the draw for
the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022. But for all of us, in
football and wider society, we
are at an even more critical
moment. Football is not im-
mune to the impact of climate
change, with grassroots, rec-
reational, amateur and elite
football affected all around
the world.

“It 1s our responsibility to
leverage the power and pop-
ularity of our sport to tackle
this vital topic at such a criti-
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cal moment in our history and
we are delighted to work in
partnership with the Pacific
Islands Forum in a region so
heavily impacted,” Mr Infan-
tino continued. “I speak from
a football perspective, as FIFA
President, but also from a hu-
man point of view: as humans
have induced and accelerated
the rate of climate change, so
we must also take action and
such measures have been en-
shrined in FIFA’s daily busi-
ness since 2016.”

Pacific Islands Forum General
Secretary Henry Puna, said:
“The single greatest threat
facing the Pacific and our blue
planet is climate change, and
we must urgently raise aware-
ness, build resilience and act
now to limit global warming
to 1.5°C. We see this partner-
ship with FIFA as a chance to
influence behaviour change
and drive action from individ-
uals, communities, businesses
and governments across the
world using the power of foot-
ball. It will also help mobilise
financing for resilience-build-
ing through the Pacific Resil-
ience Facility.




“This 1is a historic milestone for the Pacific Is-
lands Forum as the custodians of the world’s
largest Ocean to forge a new partnership with
FIFA which has a footprint in over 200 coun-
tries. This cooperation will not only enable
PIF to promote its climate advocacy messag-
es to the global community, but also demon-
strates FIFA’s commitment to engaging with
all regions in the world and providing input

to political discussions on climate change
and resilience in the Pacific.” FIFA launched
a Climate Strategy in November 2021 at the
UN Climate Change Conference (COP26)
in Scotland and committed to net-zero car-
bon emissions by 2040. Back in 2016, FIFA
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became the first international sports organi-
sation to join the United Nations Framework
Convention ‘Climate Neutral Now’ initiative,
pledging to measure, reduce and compensate
the greenhouse gas emissions associated with
FIFA World Cups.

The FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™ will be
fully carbon neutral and stringent and robust
measures to prioritise sustainability are now
part of each bidding process for future tour-
naments as FIFA shows an unwavering com-
mitment to tackling the impacts of climate
change.
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he Pacific Islands

Forum Secretariat is

looking at building
more consensus and cohesion
around its processes in the
hopes of appeasing member
countries.

The assessment is an effort to
heal the rift within the region-
al body that has seen Micro-
nesian countries pause their
membership last year.

New Zealand Foreign Min-
ister, Nanaia Mahuta has
already said that regional sol-
idarity is a key focus of her
visit to Fiji and this was part
of talks with the Forum Sec-
retariat.

Mahuta has been assured that
discussions continue, to try
and restore the Micronesian

state’s membership to Pacific
Islands Forum(PIF).

“There has been a lot of con-
versations around trying to
ensure that the Micronesian

states don’t leave the PIF in
fact they have announced that
they are prepared to pause
their membership of the PIFS
as we continue to have con-
versations around modernis-
ing processes,” Mahuta said.

The Forum hopes that en-
abling wider agreement
among leaders from member
countries will result in better
acceptance of decisions made
at the political level.

Forum Deputy Secretary
General (DSG), Dr Filimon
Manoni said PIF is enter-
ing uncharted waters and is
working with current member
countries to resolve the split.

“Countries of the Pacific at-
tained nationhood that they
would be open to joining the
forum as a family. Solidarity
remains an enduring strength
of our organisation, but fam-
ilies do have squabbles from
time to time but in the Pacific

// PACIFIC ISLANDS NEWSLETTERS /

Way, we are working together
to resolve those challenges.”

Micronesian countries are
unhappy over last year’s con-
tested leadership ballot, which
saw Cook Island’s Henry
Puna narrowly defeat Mi-
cronesia’s candidate, Gerard
Zackios.

They say this was in breach
of a “gentleman’s agreement”
to hand them the position, and
began the process of with-
drawing from the Forum.
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he Solomon Islands
Government, and the
United Nations (UN)

jointly hosted the first Joint
Steering Committee meeting
to discuss the implementation
of their joint work in the Sol-
omon Islands, strategic part-
nerships moving forward, and
financing opportunities on
Wednesday 16 March.

The meeting was hosted by
Solomon Islands Permanent
Secretary for Foreign Affairs
and External Trade, Collin
Beck, and UN Resident Co-
ordinator to Solomon Islands,
Fiji, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanu-
atu, Sanaka Samarasinha.

PS Collin Beck was joined
by PS Susan Sulu and PS Dr
Melchior Mataki and other se-
nior Government officials.

PS Beck welcomed Solomon
Islands engagement with the
United Nations and acknowl-
edge the work of the UN in
the last four years. The two
Parties discussed Solomon

Islands 2022 priorities against
the 2022 UN Joint Coun-
try Programme and further
agreed to begin discussion on
the next cycle of UN Sustain-
able Development Coopera-
tion Framework 2023-2027 on
the Third week of April.

Mr Samarasinha said the UN
will support Solomon Islands
in its response to and recovery
from COVID-19, strengthen-
ing Governance and rule of
law, promoting sustainable
economy, and the full inclu-
sion of all including women
and youth in development
processes.

“The establishment of the
Joint UN/Government Steer-
ing Committee was discussed
of which both parties recog-
nized its importance allowing
both the Government and
UN to provide strategic di-
rection and oversight to the
implementation of the joint
UN programmes in Solomon
Islands. New levels of collab-

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

// PACIFIC ISLANDS NEWSLETTERS /

oration across the system, and
streamlining of processes will
result in greater efficiencies
and decreased transaction
costs,” he added.

UN’s contribution to Solomon
Islands in 2022 is projected to
be US$23.1m — a 5% increase
from the 2021 provisions.

These contributions will
support the Solomon Islands
in equitable basic services,
climate change, disaster re-
silience and environmental
protection, governance and
community engagement, gen-
der equality, and Economic
empowerment and Human
rights.
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on-communicable
diseases (NCDys)
are becoming a so-

cio-economic burden for Fiji
as they account for an estimat-
ed 84 percent of premature
deaths in the island nation,
said a World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) official.

Shiva Anjini Singh, WHO
Strategic Planning Officer,
made the comments while
highlighting the overview of
the situation analysis of NCDs
in Fiji during the Wellness
and NCD consultation work-
shop in Suva, capital of Fiji on
Monday.

Singh said NCDs are high in
Fiji due to a lack of physical
activity, poor diets, abuse of
tobacco and alcohol, and en-
vironmental factors.

She said according to a 2011
survey on NCDs, 66 percent
of the total population in Fiji
were overweight or obese, 31
percent had high blood pres-
sure, 30.6 percent had taken
alcohol, 85 percent ate less

than five servings of fruits
and vegetables in a day and
60.6 percent of the population
smoked daily.

She said Fiji should now be
heading towards new strat-
egies that can minimise the
impacts of NCDs.

“Emphasis must be put on
primordial prevention and
enhancing wellness in the
community rather than crisis
management approaches,” she
said.

In recent decades, NCDs have
become the biggest killer in
Fiji, which has a population of
around 900,000 people, caus-
ing thousands of deaths and
affecting the lives of many
more.

Diabetes-related amputations
in Fiji account for 40 percent
of all hospital operations, ac-
cording to Professor of Sur-
gery at Fiji National Universi-
ty Eddie McCaig.

McCaig said earlier that half
of the estimated 60,000 peo-
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ple in Fiji ignored early signs
like thirst and excessive uri-
nation which was caused by
diabetes.

About half of Fiji’s diabetics
needed eye surgery for cat-
aracts or laser treatment for
retinopathy and their kidneys
were also affected by the dis-
ease, he said.

Around 900 patients need
renal dialysis annually in the
island nation.

Meanwhile, the financial cost
to the Fijian economy of the
four major non-communi-
cable diseases (NCDs) was
in the range of $248.6 mil-
lion (US$124.3 million) and
$406.4 million (US$203.2
million) in 2015.

This, according to the Min-
ister for Health Dr Ifereimi
Wagainabete.

The four major non-communi-
cable diseases in Fiji are heart
diseases such as heart attacks
and stroke, cancers, respirato-
ry disease and diabetes.
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He said this was equivalent to between 2.7 percent to 4.4 percent of the country’s
2015 gross domestic product.

He said an estimated $73.3 million (US$36.65 million) was expended on direct
healthcare costs for the four NCD categories.

“This equates to 18.0 per cent of the total financial costs for the four NCD cate-
gories, 25.7 percent of the nation’s health expenditure in 2014 and 0.8 per cent of
GDP,” he said.

He said persons with cardiovascular disease posed the greatest financial burden to
the healthcare services accounting for 28.4 percent of these costs followed by chron-
ic respiratory disease 23.8 per cent and diabetes mellitus 16.1 percent.

Dr Wagqainabete said stringent interventions were needed in place to address issues
around physical activity, diet, smoking/alcohol abuse, injuries and drowning.
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n March 26, 2022,

Chinese President Xi

Jinping and Presi-
dent Moses of the Republic of
Vanuatu exchanged congrat-
ulatory messages to celebrate
the 40th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomat-
ic relations between the two
countries.

Xi pointed out that over the
past 40 years since the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties
between China and Vanuatu,
bilateral relations have been
tested by the changing inter-
national situation, political
mutual trust between the two
countries has been ever deep-
ening, and bilateral exchanges
and cooperation in various
fields have yielded fruitful
results, bringing tangible
benefits to people of the two
countries. The two countries
have deepened their friend-
ship through mutual support
and cooperation in the fight
against the COVID-19 pan-
demic. China-Vanuatu rela-
tions have become a model of

26

mutual respect, solidarity and
cooperation among develop-
ing countries.

Xi stressed that he attaches
great importance to the de-
velopment of China-Vanuatu
relations, saying that he is
ready to work with Moses to
take the 40th anniversary of
diplomatic relations as a new
starting point to deepen and
expand bilateral dialogue, ex-
changes and cooperation in
various fields, so as to push
the China-Vanuatu compre-
hensive strategic partnership
to a new level for the benefits
of the two countries and their
people.

For his part, Moses said Chi-
na has been an important
partner for development as
well as a permanent and reli-
able friend of Vanuatu in the
past 40 years. Vanuatu firm-
ly adheres to the one-China
policy and looks forward to
taking the 40th anniversary of
diplomatic relations between
Vanuatu and China as an op-
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portunity to constantly push
forward bilateral relations, he
said. Moses said he would like
to take this opportunity to
congratulate the Communist
Party of China (CPC) on its
great achievements since its
founding more than 100 years
ago and wish the 20th CPC
National Congress a great
success.

Also on Saturday, Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang and
Vanuatu's Prime Minister
Bob Loughman exchanged
congratulatory messages. Li
said China attaches great im-
portance to the development
of China-Vanuatu ties, and
stands ready to work with
Vanuatu to take the 40th an-
niversary of bilateral ties as
an opportunity to enhance the
synergy of the two countries’
development strategies and
tap the potential of practical
cooperation, so as to push for
new and even greater devel-
opment of China-Vanuatu re-
lations.
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In his message, Loughman said Vanuatu highly values the two countries’ compre-
hensive strategic partnership, cherishes their fruitful cooperation, and sincerely
appreciates China's continuous support for its national development. Vanuatu is
willing to work with China to expand cooperation within the framework of the Belt
and Road Initiative and enhance coordination in multilateral areas in order to con-
tinuously deepen the two countries’ relations.
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n April 28, 2022,

Vice Foreign Minis-

ter Xie Feng attended
the unveiling ceremony of the
China-Pacific Island Countries
Climate Action Cooperation
Center via video link and de-
livered a speech. In response
to some countries' recent slan-
ders and smears against, ob-
struction of and intervention
in the negotiation and conclu-
sion of the intergovernmen-
tal framework agreement on
security cooperation between
China and Solomon Islands,
Vice Foreign Minister Xie
Feng expounded on China's
stern position on the dignitar-
ies of Pacific Island Countries
(PICs), diplomatic envoys of
PICs to China and Chinese
and foreign media online and
on the spot.

Xie Feng said, China and Sol-
omon Islands independently
negotiate and conclude an
intergovernmental frame-

30

work agreement on security
cooperation, which is a sacred
right of two sovereign states
and normal law enforcement
and security cooperation and
is in line with international
law and international cus-
tomary practice. The security
cooperation between China
and Solomon Islands is open
and transparent, and not tar-
geted at third parties. It is not
in conflict with the coopera-
tion between Solomon Islands
and other partners or the ex-
isting regional mechanisms
and conforms to the common
interests of Solomon Islands
and the South Pacific region.
This 1s essentially and vastly
different from the fact that
some countries form small
cliques, make back-room
deals, create military blocs,
provoke an arms race, in-
crease the risk of nuclear pro-
liferation and incite bloc con-
frontation, leading to regional
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tensions. What rights do
these countries have to make
unwarranted comments on
China and Solomon Islands?
How is Australia in any posi-
tion to draw a "red line" be-
tween Solomon Islands 2,000
kilometers away and China
ten thousand miles away? If
this is not an infringement
upon the sovereignty of other
countries, interference in the
internal affairs of other coun-
tries, and violation of interna-
tional rules, how is it defined
otherwise?

Xie Feng said, some trou-
ble-tellers are also trouble-
makers. Those who spread ru-
mors, smear, slander, coerce,
and intimidate others expose
that they are still reluctant to
give up their mania for colo-
nization in the 21Ist century,
blatantly pursue coercive
diplomacy, and are still rack-
ing their brains and trying
to control PICs to safeguard
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the so-called "spheres of in-
fluence". The Pacific is the
shared home of countries in
the region, not some coun-
tries' "backyard" or "terri-
tory". It should be the grand
stage of international coop-
eration, not the arena of geo-
graphical rivalry. Justice lies
in the heart of people. Who
safeguards regional peace,
promotes mutually beneficial
cooperation, and enhances
common development? Who
seeks hegemony, creates di-
vision, and incites confronta-
tion? The people of PICs and
the international community
are sharp-eyed. These coun-
tries that go against the trend
of history are overreach-

ing themselves and their at-
tempts are doomed to fail.

Xie Feng said, China's ex-
changes and cooperation with
PICs, featuring the concept
of sincerity, real results, am-
ity and good faith, the basis
of equal-footed consultation,
the principle of mutual benefit
and win-win results, and the
goal of common development,
have not only boosted the
prosperity of the PICs and the
well-being of the two peoples,
but also set an example for
countries at different develop-
ment stages and with differ-
ent scales of development to
treat each other as equals and
pursue win-win cooperation.
Actions speak louder than

words. In developing relations
and conducting cooperation
with PICs, China has no self-
ish interests, and does not
seek "spheres of influence" or
engage in bullying and coer-
cion. China will always be a
constructive force for peace
and development.
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inhua News Agency:

It is reported that

China and Solomon
Islands have officially signed
a framework agreement on
bilateral security coopera-
tion. Can you offer more in-
formation on that?

Wang Wenbin: As approved
by the governments of China
and Solomon Islands, State
Councilor and Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi and Minister of
Foreign Affairs and External
Trade Jeremiah Manele, on
behalf of the governments of
China and Solomon Islands
respectively, officially signed
the inter-governmental frame-
work agreement on security
cooperation between the two
countries the other day. Chi-
na has shared information on
China-Solomon Islands se-
curity cooperation on many
occasions and I would like to
take this opportunity to stress
a few points:

First, China-Solomon Islands
security cooperation is in na-
ture the normal exchange and
cooperation between two sov-
ereign and independent coun-
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tries and an important part of
China-Solomon Islands com-
prehensive cooperation.

Second, China-Solomon Is-
lands security cooperation
follows the principle of equal-
ity and mutual benefit, and is
based on respecting the will
and actual need of Solomon
Islands. The two sides will
conduct cooperation in such
areas as maintenance of social
order, protection of the safety
of people’s lives and proper-
ty, humanitarian assistance
and natural disaster response,
in an effort to help Solomon
Islands strengthen capacity
building in safeguarding its
own security.

Third, China-Solomon Islands
security cooperation aims at
promoting social stability and
long-term tranquility in Solo-
mon Islands, which conforms
to the common interests of
Solomon Islands and the
South Pacific region.

Fourth, China-Solomon Is-
lands security cooperation is
open, transparent and inclu-
sive, and does not target any
third party. It proceeds in par-
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allel with and complements
Solomon Islands’ existing bi-
lateral and multilateral secu-
rity cooperation mechanisms.
China stands ready to work
with relevant countries to
leverage respective strengths
to form international synergy.

euters: Sources say

the Chinese foreign

inister has visited

Solomon Islands in recent

days to complete the signing

of the agreement. Can you

confirm that the agreement
now has been fully signed?

Wang Wenbin: Let me say
this again. Foreign ministers
of China and Solomon Islands
officially signed the inter-gov-
ernmental framework agree-
ment on security cooperation
between the two countries the
other day. I haven’t heard of a
visit by the Chinese Foreign
Minister to Solomon Islands.

euters: You said
that China and Sol-
omon Islands have
signed the framework for
the security agreement, so
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that means the actual secu-
rity agreement itself hasn’t
been completely signed, has
it? There are a few elements
remaining to be signed?
That’s the first part. And
the second part is we under-
stand the Solomon Islands’
parliament was told today
that Chinese officials would
visit in May to complete
the signing process. Is that
right? And if so, who’s gon-
na be going?

Wang Wenbin: On your first
question, I just offered my
answer. I don’t think your un-
derstanding is correct.

On your second question, I
already gave my answer just
now.

loomberg: Just
on the framework
agreement on bilat-

eral security cooperation.
Did this take effect immedi-
ately? Is there any more de-
tails that you could give us
on the agreement?

Wang Wenbin: 1 just made
clear China’s position and
shared relevant details. I don’t
have anything else to add.

euters: So does that
mean Solomon Is-
ands’ saying today

that Chinese senior officials
will visit next month to sign
the agreement is false? Are
they wrong there?

Wang Wenbin: China and
Solomon Islands maintain
smooth communication and
exchange at various levels.
If there is any information
on such exchange or visit,
we will release it in a timely
manner.

euters: The US is
planning on sending
couple of senior

officials to Solomon Islands
in the next few days and
China will be discussed.
What’s your comment?

Wang Wenbin: As we have
said on multiple occasions, the
security cooperation between
China and Solomon Islands
is the embodiment and the
outcome of deepening bilater-
al ties, increasing mutual trust
and expanding bilateral co-
operation. It helps to improve
Solomon Islands’ capability
of maintaining stability, pro-
moting social stability in the

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

country and advancing the
shared interest and well-being
of the local people and foreign
citizens there. The coopera-
tion has won understanding
and support from Solomon Is-
lands and other Pacific Island
Countries (PICs).

I have also noticed that ac-
cording to reports, the US
Embassy in Solomon Islands
has been closed for 29 years.
The most recent visit to Fiji
made by a US Secretary of
State was 37 years ago. Sev-
eral senior US officials now
fancy a visit to some PICs
all of a sudden after all these
years. Are they doing so out
of care for PICs or ulteri-
or motives? People are keen
to get an answer to this ques-
tion.

PICs are not the backyard of
anyone, still less chess pieces
in a geopolitical confrontation.
PICs have the actual need to
diversify their cooperation
with other countries and the
right to independently choose
their cooperation partners.
Deliberately sensationalizing
an atmosphere of tension and
stoking bloc confrontation
will get no support in the re-
gion. Attempts to meddle with
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and obstruct PICs’ cooperation with China will be in vain.

China is always a builder of peace and a promoter of stability in the South Pacific
region. Certain countries, including the US, groundlessly smear China while creat-
ing the so-called trilateral security partnership, which has brought nuclear prolifer-
ation risks and Cold War mentality to the South Pacific region and posed a severe
threat to regional security and stability. The label of “undermining regional securi-
ty” suits them better than anyone else.

euters: Thanks to this security agreement, does China hope to one day
build a military base on Solomon Islands?

Wang Wenbin: We have repeatedly answered this question. You may refer
to previous answers.
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oot crop production at
leading commercial
arms on Guadalca-

nal and Malaita are expected
to increase following the de-
livery of farming machines
funded by the Chinese Gov-
ernment through the En-
hanced Integrated Framework
(EIF) programme coordinated
by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and External Trade
(MFAET) on Friday 8 April,
targeting Cassava and Taro
production.

The machines cost a total of
SB$800,000.00 and included
five new generation tractors,
trailers and ploughing disks.
Three of the five tractors will
be managed by the Ministry
of Agriculture and Livestock
(MAL) and two were deliv-
ered to SAPE Farm and its 85
out growers on Guadalcanal
and Goshen Ltd on Malai-
ta and its out growers in the
Province.

SAPE Farm received an X
804 tractor and a 6 ton ca-
pacity trailer while Goshen
Enterprise received an X754
and a ploughing disc while

38

the remaining 3 tractors, trail-
er sand plough discs will be
managed by MAL.

The EIF programme is co-
ordinated by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and External
Trade under the auspices of
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) and has been involved
in supporting a number of
projects in partnership with
the Ministry of Agriculture
and Livestock, the Ministry of
Health and Medical Services
and the Ministry of Infra-
structure Development.

The programme also funded
the construction the latest Na-
tional Public Health Labora-
tory which was handed over
to the Ministry of Health and
Medical Services last month
to ensure local products meet
international market stan-
dards.

A contract to build a Pack
House in Auki, Malaita Prov-
ince under the EIF programme
was signed off recently be-
tween parties involved. Offi-
cials from both the Ministry
of Agriculture and Livestock
and the Ministry of Provincial
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Government and Institutional
Strengthening witnessed the
signing ceremony.

“This support will empow-
er our rural farmers to plant
commercial crops and inte-
grate more meaningfully into
the economic system. This is
a powerful message of hope to
other farmers as we work to
open up opportunities within
the country,” said the Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Exter-
nal Trade Jeremiah Manele.

“The tractors will no doubt in-
crease productivity of taro and
cassava which means more ef-
ficient use of resources, which
will bring the cost of produc-
tion down and increase the
output for both consumption
and export,” Manele added.

COVID-19 has hurt the local
economy and China’s support
i1s in line with the govern-
ment’s redirection policy that
will help economic recovery
efforts of the government.

Manele hoped that more ac-
tive participation locals in Ag-
riculture will put the country
back on track and will lead
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towards graduation from the Least Developed Country (LDC) status by December
2024.

Meanwhile, the Foreign Minister also announced that the EIF programme will fund
additional tractors to support Varivao Company which has shipped a container of
cassava abroad last week and the other one to East Guadalcanal’s Ghaobata Farmers
Association with a farming area of 67 hectares in two locations.

LG ERE R G,
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n March 15, H.E.

Ambassador Qian

Bo attended the work
exchange meeting between
the Chinese Embassy in Fiji
and the Foreign Affairs Of-
fice of Guangzhou Municipal
Government via video link.
Participants who attended the
meeting included Zhan De-
cun, Director of the Foreign
Affairs Office of Guangzhou
Municipal Government, Liu
Liu, Deputy Director of the
Foreign Affairs Office, Wang
Xuguang, Political Coun-
sellor of the Embassy, and
Ma Guoliang, Economic and
Commercial Counsellor.

Ambassador Qian Bo
thanked Guangzhou for ac-
tively cooperating with the
overall diplomatic situation
of the country, giving full
play to the advantages of
local resources, solidly pro-

moting key livelihood proj-
ects and assistance to Fiji in
the fight against COVID-19
pandemic, and making a
positive contribution to local
exchanges and cooperation
between China and Fiji. After
introducing the latest spirit
of the press conference stated
by State Councilor and For-
eign Minister Wang Yi and
explaining China’s policy to-
wards the island and the cur-
rent regional situation, Qian
Bo stressed that China-Fijian
relations are facing good op-
portunities for development
and Guangzhou is welcomed
to continue to take advantage
of its strengths to meet the
development needs of Fiji
and deepen local cooperation
for the wellbeing of the two
countries and their peoples,
and for that the Embassy will
provide full assistance.

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

Director Zhan Decun in-
troduced Guangzho’s latest
economic and social devel-
opment achievements and
international contacts, and
expressed gratitude to the
Embassy for its support to
Guangzhou and to Guang-
zhou Foreign Affairs Office.
He said that Guangzhou at-
taches great importance to its
work with Fiji and is willing
to further strengthen official
contacts between the Guang-
zhou and Fiji, carry out prac-
tical cooperation, actively
expand cooperation in new
areas, promote multi-level
humanistic exchanges, so as
to better serve the overall
situation of bilateral relations
and diplomacy.

The two sides also had an in-
depth exchange of views on
how to make the next phase
of local cooperation with Fiji.
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arotonga, Cook Islands, March 13

(Xinhua News) -- Tom Marsters,

the Representative of Cook Islands’
Queens, said recently that Cook Islands ap-
preciate China’s tremendous development
achievements and hope to learn from Chi-
na’s useful development experience, deepen
cooperation in agriculture, fisheries, climate
change, technology and innovation, so as to
promote the relations between two sides.

In accepting the diploma from Wang
Xiaolong, the new Chinese Ambassador to
the Cook Islands, Marsters said that since the
establishment of diplomatic relations between
the two countries, China has assisted the
Cook Islands in the construction of a number
of infrastructure projects and provided volun-
tary assistance, and the two sides have carried
out extensive human, technical and cultural
exchanges. On behalf of Cook Islands and its
people, Marsters expressed sincere gratitude
to China for its support and assistance in epi-
demic prevention and control.

In his message, Wang Xiaolong said that Chi-
na attaches great importance to its relations
with the Cook Islands. Over the past 25 years
since the establishment of diplomatic ties,
bilateral relations have made great progress,
bringing tangible benefits to both countries
and peoples. Despite the differences in histo-
ry, culture, natural endowments and national
conditions, the common desire for develop-
ment has become an important link in bilat-
eral relations. China is willing to strengthen
exchanges, communication and cooperation
with the Cook Islands and to jointly address
challenges such as COVID-19 and climate
change. He showed his belief that the further
development of bilateral relations will better
benefit the two countries and their peoples,
and will also contribute to regional and glob-
al peace and prosperity.
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he Governments of
Solomon Islands and
the Peoples Repub-

lic of China (PRC) further
deepened national security
cooperation with the formal
launching of the PRC Police
and RSIPF Training Program
today.

The commencement of the
training programme expands
from the formal handover
of policing equipment to the
Royal Solomon Islands Po-
lice Force (RSIPF) early this
month.

The training program will be
conducted by 5 police training
experts from the China Police
Liaison Team.

According to the training
schedule, the training com-
prises 6 batches, including 2
batches of equipment famil-
larization training, 2 batches
of Public Order Management
(POM) training, and 2 batches
of CPP training.

At the end of the training,
there will be an intensive
demonstration. The training
program will be conducted for
about 2 and a half months.

The officers joining the train-

ings are mainly instructors
from the PRT, CRU, PRU and
CPP. Through the training
and exchange, police officers
technical skills and tactics,
operational capability and co-
operation will be improved.

In the coming days, the Chi-
na Police Liaison Team will
uphold the spirit of “transpar-
ency, inclusiveness, profes-
sionalism, high-efficiency”
for the purpose of friendship
and goodwill, support RSIPF
to strengthen capacity build-
ing and maintain peace and
security in Solomon Islands to
promote long and stable bilat-
eral law enforcement cooper-
ation to make the country safe
and prosperous.

Minister of Police, National
Security and Correctional Ser-
vices, Hon. Anthony Veke and
PRC Ambassador to Solomon
Islands, HE Li Ming jointly
launched the programme at
the Rove Police

Speaking at the event, Minis-
ter Veke said crime rates are
increasing in an alarming rate
due to a number of social fac-
tors and the hardships placed
by the challenges of COVID
19 community transmission to

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

policing work is no exception
to all these social factors.

“As such, the capabilities and
capacities of police must con-
tinue to be enhanced through
provision of relevant trainings
for the RSIPE,”

“The trainings that will be
provided by the PRC Police
Liaison Team for the RSIPF is
in line with the Government
Policy and commitment of
ensuring that the RSIPF ca-
pabilities and capacities must
continue to be developed and
modernised,” Minister Veke
said.

Despite the challenges of
Covid-19 and its unprecedent-
ed rapid community transmis-
sion, the statutory mandate
to maintain law and order
remains a priority for the
RSIPF.

“Though the force is limited
in capacity, it will continue
to deliver on those duties.
Therefore, any support to
help the RSIPF’s capabilities
and capacities are accepted
with deep gratitude,” Minis-
ter Veke said in thanking the
PRC for this new and growing
cooperation.

45



pLeur i

and appreciation to the Ministry of Police, RSIPF and friends from all sectors
who have long supported China-Solomon Islands relations and police-to-po-
lice cooperation.

P RC Ambassador Li Ming took the opportunity to extend his sincere greetings

The mission of police cooperation between China and SI is conducive to the two
countries and the region.

Head of the China Police Liaison Team, Commissioner Zhang and his team are elite
members from Chinese Police. Among them, there are a senior professor, experi-
enced security officers and international peacekeepers.

“I firmly believe that through their training and experience sharing, the capability
of RSIPF officers are bound to be greatly enhanced based on equality and sover-
eignty,” Ambassador Li Ming said.

During the programme, the Police Liaison Team will work closely with the RSIPF
in the spirit of “Professionalism, High-efficiency, Friendship” and “Inclusiveness,
Transparency, Goodwill”.

Police-to-police cooperation between China and Solomon Islands does not conflict
with other countries and actually adds to collaboration with other interested coun-
tries.
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hina is always a trust-

worthy friend for

South Pacific coun-
tries, State Councillor and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
said Monday.

China is willing to work with
South Pacific countries to set
a new example of mutual sup-
port, solidarity and coopera-
tion between countries of dif-
ferent sizes and with different
systems, Wang said.

Noting that China has helped
Tonga when it faced volcano
eruptions, supported Solomon
Islands in its efforts to restore
social order, and sent vac-
cines and medical equipment
to South Pacific countries to
fight COVID-19, Wang said
China is willing to work with
South Pacific countries to help
each other when facing chal-
lenges together.

China will continue to pro-
vide economic and technical
aid to South Pacific countries
without any political strings
attached, he said.

The China-Pacific Island
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Countries Reserve of Emer-
gency Supplies has been put
into operation, and a coopera-
tion centre on climate change
and a cooperation centre for
poverty reduction and devel-
opment will soon be complet-
ed, Wang added.

Meanwhile, Ambassador for
the People’s Republic of Chi-
na (PRC) Wang Xiaolong is in
Rarotonga this week to pres-
ent his letters of credence and
talk future co-operation with
the Cook Islands.

July this year will mark 25
years’ diplomatic relations
between the two countries
and government officials of
both countries are expected to
work closely together over the
next couple of weeks to chart
a forward bilateral co-oper-
ation agenda to guide joint
efforts over the next three or
so years to support the Cook
Islands and the PRC shared
and separate development as-
pirations.

“We’re pleased Ambassador
Wang has been able to visit
so soon after the resumption

AFE G AHRAAR T

of international arrivals from
New Zealand and expect to
hold wide-ranging discussions
this week including on for-
ward bilateral co-operation;
regional affairs and greater
people to people links,” said
Secretary Herrmann.

A career diplomat, Ambassa-
dor Wang is resident in Wel-
lington and cross-credited to
New Zealand, Niue and the
Cook Islands. Ambassador
Wang comes into the Ambas-
sador to the Cook Islands role
having previously served as
Director-General of the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry’s De-
partment of International Eco-
nomic Affairs and has served
in China’s Foreign Ministry
as Special Envoy for the PRC
on G20 affairs, Ambassador
to Mongolia and Singapore.

Ambassador Wang met with
Secretary Herrmann as part
of a five-day visit programme
that includes engagements
with Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Mark Brown
and senior government offi-
cials.
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“The cornerstone of PRC and
Cook Islands co-operation of
the last 25 years has been a
commitment to partnership,
no matter size or might and an
abiding respect for self-deter-
mination of one’s own devel-
opment path,” said Secretary
Herrmann.

“In 1997, we were econom-
ically bankrupt, confronted
with an exodus of Cook Is-
landers and unable to raise in-
ternational finance for our de-
velopment aspirations. Those
are the circumstance under
which the PRC established
diplomatic relations with the
Cook Islands and the begin-
ning of what has come to be
a mature and valued bilater-
al partnership for the Cook
Islands. As we reflect on 25

years of co-operation there
1s much to be proud of — the
grants and concessional loan
facilities availed by the PRC
has seen the completion of
pivotal public infrastructure
since, namely — the Court-
house, Police Headquarters,
the Ministry of Education, the
multisports complex in Nikao
and the Apii Nikao rebuild.
Beyond physical infrastruc-
ture, China’s support for our
various efforts to speak with
our own voice and advocate
for our national interests on
the Monday, 07 March 2022
international stage including
expansion of our diplomatic
partners has been invaluable
in supporting the economic
and social development of the
Cook Islands over the last two
decades.”

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

Talks this week are expect-
ed to cover discussions on
the Cook Islands Economic
Recovery Roadmap; China’s
Belt and Road Initiative and
likely forward bilateral co-op-
eration; regional affairs and
greater people to people links.
The two governments are in-
tending to mark the 25-year-
anniversary in July with a
program of engagements to
showcase past co-operation
and articulate a forward coop-
eration agenda.

On a day to day basis, Am-
bassador Wang and his staff
interact with the Cook Islands
through the Cook Islands
High Commission in Welling-
ton headed by High Commis-
sioner Elizabeth Wright-Kote-
ka.
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he Australian Govern-

ment and the Govern-

ment of the Republic
of Vanuatu have reached an
important milestone, signing
the Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for the long-
term operation of the Pacific
Fusion Centre in Port Vila.

The Fusion Centre com-
menced from its Port Vila lo-
cation in December 2021.

Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Minister for Women,
Senator Marise Payne, said
the Pacific Fusion Centre pro-
vides assessments and advice
to Pacific decision-makers on
the key security issues facing
our region, including climate,
human and resource securi-
ty, environmental and cyber
threats and transnational
crime.

“This important milestone
demonstrates Vanuatu’s and
Australia’s shared commit-
ment to working in partner-
ship with our Pacific family to
meet the security challenges
impacting our region,” Minis-
ter Payne said.

Vanuatu Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Marc Ati, said Vanu-
atu remains committed to this

important regional project, as
hosts of the permanent Pacific
Fusion Centre.

“We acknowledge the close
and growing relationship be-
tween our National Security
Council, through the National
Security Adviser and the Cen-
tre, as it sets out to comple-
ment and bolster national and
regional security approaches,”
said Minister Ati.

Senator Zed Seselja, Minister
for International Development
and the Pacific said the initia-
tive is for the Pacific, by the
Pacific and in the Pacific.

“The Fusion Centre is another
demonstration of how the Pa-
cific family is working togeth-
er on practical initiatives to
support our shared security,”
Minister Seselja said.

The Centre i1s Pacific-led,
governed by a Pacific Island
Forum endorsed Charter, and
hosts security analysts from
Forum member countries. Di-
rector James Movick of Feder-
ated States of Micronesia and
Associate Director, Outreach,
Anna Naupa of Vanuatu are
the senior leaders of the Fu-
sion Centre.

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

Further analysts from Sol-
omon Islands, Papua New
Guinea, Samoa and Tuvalu
are expected to join the Cen-
tre in Port Vila this year. Each
analyst will spend up to six
months producing strategic
assessments and will receive
training and mentoring op-
portunities to enhance their
skills.

The Centre is operating per-
manently in Port Vila after
an interim Canberra-based
hub provided assessments and
advice from September 2019
to December 2021. The MoU
between Australia and Vanu-
atu will underpin the delivery
of the Pacific Fusion Centre’s
mandate over the decades to
come.

Their work will provide re-
gional leaders with informa-
tion to support their responses
to security challenges in the
region, in line with the 2000
Biketawa Declaration and
the 2018 Boe Declaration on
Regional Security. As the
response to last year’s civil
unrest in Solomon Islands
showed, the Pacific family is
best placed to respond to re-
gional security developments.
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ustralia’s spending on

defence cooperation

in the Pacific region
is being cut at the same time
concerns grow over China’s
rising influence over neigh-
bouring countries such as Sol-
omon Islands.

This week’s budget con-
firmed overall funding for
the “Defence Cooperation
Programme”, which provides
assistance such as language
training to mainly Pacific
nations, will fall from $236
million (US$177 million) fore-
cast this year, to $227 million
(US$170 million) next year.

Support for countries such as
Papua New Guinea and Timor
Leste is being slashed while
Solomon Islands, which re-
cently experienced days of po-
litical unrest, will receive just
$24,000 (US$18,000) more
next year.

“Given recent developments
in Solomon Islands, it is most
concerning the Morrison gov-
ernment has cut millions on
defence cooperation programs
in the region,” says Shadow
Defence Minister Brendan

O’Connor.

The reduction in spending on
regional cooperation is one
stark example of defence bud-
get priorities raising eyebrows
in the military community,
which has also been surprised
by the lack of any announce-
ments on new capabilities, ex-
cept for cyber.

According to the budget,
overall defence spending is
set to be maintained at a frac-
tion over two per cent of GDP
for the next four years and is
forecast to dip slightly below
the government’s benchmark
this financial year.

“There is no more important
time to strengthen our nation-
al security and Defence, and
this budget does exactly that,”
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg de-
clared during his post-budget
speech to the National Press
Club.

“Australia, whether we like
it or not, faces a less stable
region in the years ahead.
And we face a more uncertain
world,” he warned.

When a country goes to the

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

polls for a vote heavily influ-
enced or impacted by war, it
is often dubbed a “khaki elec-
tion”.

However, defence industry
insiders say the budget fails to
recognise the need to acquire
new military capabilities much
faster as the security envi-
ronment in Australia’s region
continues to deteriorate.

“While the budget does in-
crease funding in the defence
landscape [more money to the
Australian Signals Directorate
for example] it doesn’t address
the fundamental problem,
which is that defence does not
procure things fast enough to
meet emerging trends,” one
defence industry figure notes.

Another former defence of-
ficial describes the budget as
“feeling a bit thin” given the
worsening strategic outlook
across the globe.

“It was a very light for de-
fence and they have done
nothing to address the issue
of getting capability quicker,”
the long-serving departmental
figure told the ABC.
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“Frigates are obviously the poster child for this but with an increasing Chinese pres-
ence in the Pacific it means we need more ships at sea sooner.”

A new $9.9 billion (US$7.4 billion) package for cyber security, first revealed by the
ABC on Tuesday, has been largely welcomed, although industry insiders note the
REDSPICE initiative contains just $500 million (US$375 million) of new money
over the forward estimates.

Under the curiously named programme, the country’s electronic spy agency, the
Australian Signals Directorate, will double in size and ramp up its ability to launch
its own offensive cyber operations.
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he unsustainable na-

ture of the high debt

burden in Pacific coun-
tries is an area of concern for
New Zealand, says Foreign
Minister Nanaia Mahuta.

Mahuta in an interview with
FijiLive said because of high
debt levels, they generally
encourage Pacific countries
to make use of grant finances
where possible.

She said Aotearoa New Zea-
land’s approach to develop-
ment funding is to provide
grants rather than loans, there-
fore not adding to the Pacific’s
debt burden.

“We recognise that taking on
debt is a legitimate means for
any government to finance de-
velopment,” she said.

“These in many cases the
available level of grant fi-
nancing is unable to meet the
development needs of the Pa-
cific. We remain concerned

about the unsustainable nature
of the high debt.

“Due to these concerns, we
generally encourage Pacific
countries to make use of grant
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finances where possible, and
following that, concessional
loan finances.

“This includes concessional
loan from the International
Financial Institutions such as
the Asian Development Bank
and the World Bank.

“We encourage all partners
in the region to support long-
term resilience outcomes in
line with Pacific priorities and
a high degree of Pacific own-
ership,” she said.

Minister for Economy Aiyaz
Sayed-Khaiyum had earlier
stated that credible lenders
such as the World Bank have
lent to Fiji at five times the
pace because they are confi-
dent in the government plan
to revive the economy.

Sayed-Khaiyum said these
multilateral institutions knew
that the country’s debt burden
was sustainable.

“They understood what we
understood that we needed a
balance between avoiding a
deep crisis now and ensuring
long-term sustainability,” he
said.

AFEHAHRAART

“If we had not been extremely
prudent in our borrowing and
our policies, those multilateral
institutions would not have
lent to us at all.

“Fij1’s experience stands up
well in the context of the glob-
al experience. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund reports
that total global debt rose by
an astonishing 28 percent in
2020.

He said the weighted average
interest rate of Fiji’s debt port-
folio dropped sharply, from
6.2 per cent in 2020 to 4.6
percent in January, this year.
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ijian Prime Minister

Frank Bainimarama

and New Zealand’s
Minister of foreign affairs,
Nanaia Mahuta met in Suva,
Tuesday signing the Dua-
vata Partnership: Aotearoa
Whenua Manapori o Whiti
Tauaki Mahitahi, an expanded
statement of partnership be-
tween the two countries.

“The Duavata Partnership is a
landmark achievement in the
advancement of Fiji and New
Zealand collaborations, which
has continued to enhance
over the years. It illustrates
our shared commitment and
vision for regional solidarity.
New Zealand has been a great
partner and friend to Fiji and
our partnership is the stron-
gest ever,” said Prime Minis-
ter Bainimarama.

Both the Prime Minister and
the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs said that the Duavata
Partnership reaffirms Fiji and
Aotearoa New Zealand’s com-
mitment to work together on
issues of shared interests and
importance.

“The new Statement of Part-
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nership reflects our joint am-
bition to elevate and strength-
en our relationship, and
underlines the importance of
Fiji to Aotearoa New Zealand
as a member of our Pacific
whanau,” said Minister Ma-
huta.

“Aotearoa New Zealand is
committed to working along-
side Fiji and supporting com-
mon goals — both in Fiji and
in the Pacific region — that
build resilience in areas such
as climate change, security,
and sustainable economic re-
covery from COVID-19.”

Prime Minister Bainimarama
also extended his apprecia-
tion to Aotearoa New Zealand
Prime Minister, Jacinda Ard-
ern, for her strong leadership
and unwavering support that
has led to the Duavata Part-
nership.

“This has been evident
through the remarkable sup-
port which New Zealand has
rendered to Fiji during our
greatest moments of need. Fiji
1s grateful to the New Zealand
Government for its assistance
to Fiji, for the national recov-

AFEHAHRAART

ery efforts from climate im-
pacts and COVID-19 pandem-
ic, through the provision of
humanitarian, budgetary sup-
port and lifesaving vaccines.”

“This strategic cooperation is
timely, as our region paves its
way forward to progressive
socio-economic recovery. It
will give impetus to our com-
mon aspirations on achieving
greener, bluer and resilient
recovery, with the interest of
our Pacific people at the heart
of it.”

Prime Minister Bainimarama
said the Fijian Government
looked forward to working
closely with the New Zealand
Government in the full real-
1sation of the commitments
made.

“As a unified Pacific family,
we take great pride in com-
memorating this momentous
occasion which speaks to
our historical links and last-
ing bonds of friendship that
inspires initiatives for the
empowerment of ordinary Fi-
jians and create platforms for
national and regional prosper-

: 29
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The Duavata Partnership is a significant milestone in establishing the values, priori-
ties and principles that will guide the Fiji—Aotearoa New Zealand relationship in the
future.

Prime Minister Bainimarama formally welcomed Minister Mahuta to Fiji and
wished her well for the week-long engagements to be undertaken during her first of-
ficial visit to Fiji.

He also conveyed to Minister Mahuta, the best wishes of the Fijian Government and

the Fijian people to Prime Minister Ardern and the people of Aotearoa New Zea-
land.

Prior to the signing of the Duavata Partnership, the leaders took the opportunity to
discuss a range of issues, including climate change cooperation, each countries’ re-
spective COVID-19 outbreaks, and responses and support for Pacific regionalism.
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he New Zealand Gov-

ernment is being ac-

cused of taking a weak
stance at an international
meeting to finalise the rules
for mining the deep sea.

By participating in drafting
regulations, New Zealand is
helping to ‘green light’ the
emerging industry, marine
conservationists say.

They argue the extraction of
valuable polymetallic nodules
will cause “unprecedented
environmental destruction” to
the Pacific Ocean.

And the Deep Sea Conserva-
tion Coalition, Greenpeace
and others want Jacinda Ar-
dern’s Government to call
for a moratorium on mining
until scientists can learn more
about deep sea ecosytems.

Large swaths of the seabed are
covered with the blackened
lumps, which contain deposits
of multiple metals, including
cobalt, copper, manganese
and nickel. They are found up
to 6500 metres deep in the Pa-
cific and Indian Oceans.

Clean-energy technologies
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— like electric car batteries —
require these metals. Propo-
nents say mining the metallic
treasure is essential to cutting
carbon emissions. But it is
only recently that companies
figured out how to mine the
depths for the potato-sized
nodules.

The industry is so nascent
that the International Seabed
Authority, the body that regu-
lates all mining-related activ-
ities on the sea floor in areas
beyond national jurisdiction,
is yet to develop rules.

Last year, the tiny Pacific Is-
land nation of Nauru forced
the issue. Nauru is sponsoring
a Canadian company in its
bid to mine the Clarion-Clip-
perton Zone, an expanse of
4.5 million square kilometres
stretching between Hawaii
and Mexico.

The state invoked an obscure
clause of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the
Sea, which means the ISA
must finalise regulations with-
in two years.

Now 167 nations are mid-
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way through negotiations in
Jamaica this week to agree
the rules. They will vote next
year. Among them is New
Zealand diplomat Toby Fisher.

Duncan Currie, a lawyer for
the DSCC, is also in Kings-
ton. He criticised New Zea-
land for taking a “middle
ground” approach to the talks.

“New Zealand has yet to ac-
knowledge that the decision
to adopt regulations, or not,
is unfortunately a binary
choice,” he said.

“The adoption of regulations
would mean deep sea mining
will be given the green light.
Which is why it being crucial
that states stand against this
push to adopt regulations.”

Currie said there was a lack
of representation of Pacific Is-
land nations at the talks. That
includes the Cook Islands,
which last year opened up ex-
ploration in part of its Exclu-
sive Economic Zone.

But the Federated States of
Micronesia showed a “strong
voice to protect the environ-
ment,” he said.
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There are concerns through-
out the Pacific region of
impacts on livelihoods and
economies dependent on fish-
eries.

Scientists are warning that
mining could cause unprec-
edented environmental de-
struction, and the costs out-
weigh the benefits to climate
change mitigation.

As the ocean floor is difficult
to access, most of its inhab-
itants and their role in the
functioning of the oceans
may yet be undiscovered,
marine experts argue.

There are also concerns mon-
itoring the activity — occur-
ring in darkness, thousands
of feet underwater in remote
spots — would be almost im-
possible.

The Forever Index shows
New Zealand’s record-
ed temperatures, levels of
greenhouse gases in the at-
mosphere, and the uptake of
electric vehicles.

Patricia Esquete Garrote, of
the Deep Ocean Stewardship

Initiative and the University
of Aveiro, Portugal, is also
attending the talks. She said
the impacts of deep sea min-
ing will likely be profound
and long-lasting.

“We know that the recovery
of ecosystems in the deep
sea, like every process in the
deep sea, is extremely slow.
So effectively, the damage
will be irreversible. And
that’s something that human-
ity cannot afford at this point.

“There is science going on.
The scientific knowledge is
being developed. It’s just too
soon, right now.”

Foreign Minister Nanaia
Mahuta was approached for
comment. A statement was
instead provided by the Min-
istry for Foreign Affairs.

A spokesperson said New
Zealand is part of a coalition
of members arguing for “the
highest standards of environ-
mental protection”.

“Our current focus is en-
gaging actively, and in good
faith, in the ISA processes to

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

ensure the effective protec-
tion of the marine environ-
ment,” she said. “To that end,
we have been vocal in our
calls for no deep sea mining
to proceed without robust en-
vironmental protections.

“Aotearoa New Zealand’s full
engagement in the ISA pro-
cess provides us with the best
chance to influence an effec-
tive outcome for the environ-
ment that is respected by all
states., said the government
statement.
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he Asian Development
Bank has announced
a US$1 million grant
to Tonga to help finance the
country's response to commu-
nity transmission of Covid-19.

Tonga reported its first con-
firmed case last month and is
experiencing localised com-
munity transmission of the
Omicron variant.

The bank said its support,
which will come from its Asia
Pacific Disaster Response
Fund, will assist Tonga in
meeting immediate response
needs and deliver medical ser-
vices where required.

Meanwhile, New Zealand will
contribute US$4 million to
support the improvement of
water supply and sanitation

for Tonga's most vulnerable
households.

New Zealand High Commis-
sioner Tiffany Babington said
the project would deliver 1500
watertanks and 400 latrines.

The Tonga Government's ini-
tial damage assessment of the
volcanic eruption and tsunami
impacts estimated 468 houses
in low lying coastal areas had

been destroyed or damaged,
with over 300 household wa-
ter and sanitation facilities
damaged.

Therefore, the installation of
new water tanks and latrines
will enable vulnerable groups
to be more adaptive and re-
silient to climate change,
through a community-driven
approach where communities
participate in needs assess-
ment and design, and shares
some cost, to promote local
ownership.

"As Polynesian whanau,
Aotearoa New Zealand is
committed to a deepening
partnership with Tonga which
supports its resilience, pros-
perity, stability and security,"
said Babington.

New Zealand's funding will
be earmarked under the Fund
for the National Water Tank
project and a new sanitation
initiative for household la-
trines.

At the same time, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
of MEIDECC, Poasi Tei said
Tonga is grateful to New Zea-
land for this assistance and
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acknowledged its timely start.

He said this project will con-
tribute to increasing Tonga's
resilience, particularly assist-
ing our vulnerable communi-
ties from the adverse impacts
of climate change and natural
disasters.

"We look forward to our con-
tinued partnership and future
opportunities to support Ton-
ga through its Climate Change
Trust Fund."

The Building Resilient Water
Management System project
funded under New Zealand's
International Development
Cooperation Programme
will be delivered through
the Tonga Climate Change
Trust Fund, administered by
MEIDECC

A National Water Tank project
also managed by MEIDECC
in partnership with local com-
munities, aims to install water
tanks 1n over 6,000 house-
holds throughout Tonga, tar-
geting the most vulnerable in
the community including the
elderly, those with disabilities,
women and children.
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he Morrison govern-

ment gave the devel-

opment aid sector an
unexpected surprise with a
budget spending increase
mostly in the Pacific, just as
the latest crisis in Solomon
Islands was occurring. There
is still plenty of grumbling
that this — perhaps parting gift
given the imminent election
— was again done as a “tem-
porary and targeted” measure
and so probably doesn’t stop
the trend decline in aid spend-
ing as a share of GDP under
this government.

And with defence spend-
ing now running at about 12
times the aid budget, there is
certainly no overall change in
international relations spend-
ing priorities. That was under-
lined by the way defence and
cyber security spending got
lauded in the election-oriented
budget speech, but the unex-
pected new aid spending was
ignored.

The debate about whether the
increased aid is really tempo-
rary or not will have to wait
for a new government’s bud-

get. And the signals from the
Labor opposition are mixed.

But it did tend to overshadow
the more significant structural
trends in aid spending amid
the bigger debate about how to
deal with the Solomons’ Chi-
na engagement. These involve
the continued rise of loans in
the development mix via Ex-
port Finance Australia (EFA)
and the associated Australian
Infrastructure Finance Facil-
ity for the Pacific (AIFFP);
the shift back to direct budget
cash injections to recipient
countries from project aid;
and the increased role of the
Pacific worker programs.

The doubling of the AIFFP
lending ceiling to $3 billion
only underlines how this Aus-
tralian alternative to China’s
Belt and Road Initiative has
become a key part of econom-
ic diplomacy. As noted here
previously, EFA now oversees
about five times as much in
the new strategic funds than
it does in its old core export
insurance function.

With interest rates so low this
1s a pragmatic aid strategy
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and a new report (detailed
below) touches on the idea
of Australia putting its much
stronger credit rating behind
even more sovereign debt
fund raising for the pandemic
ravaged Pacific economies.
But the enlarged AIFFP
seems to be caught between
muscling up to the China
challenge with its new funds
and not overloading borrower
countries with unsustainable
debt . The budget’s contingent
risk section reveals that only
$52 million of its original $1.5
billion established three years
ago had actually been drawn
down at the end of February.

That 1s likely to pick up with
the budget revealing yet an-
other transport project in Pap-
ua New Guinea on top of the
port projects announced earli-
er in the year. And it is sensi-
ble not to get into a spending
war with China.

But ironically even when Aus-
tralia Inc does get into a bid-
ding war with China, it seems
things can go astray. PNG’s
new super tax on Digicel Pa-
cific could unsettle the Telstra

13



B

bid, with generous AIFFP
backing, to stop a Chinese
company buying the regional
mobile phone company.

The movement away from
project-based aid to more tra-
ditional cash budget support
detailed in the Development

Between pandemic despera-
tion, competition with China,
the need for strategic flexibili-
ty over challenges such as the
Solomons and the new mantra
of aid partnerships, budget
cash payments may be mak-
ing a permanent comeback.

ment’s Joint Standing Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs,
Defence and Trade was over-
shadowed by the surprise aid
spending increase and the
Solomons crisis as parliament
shutdown last week ahead of
the election.

Policy Centre’s aid budget Combined with parallel earli-

analysis is also a pragmatic
response to extraordinary
times. Australia needed to get
its “temporary and targeted”
pandemic aid out the door
where it was needed and most
regional countries faced bal-
looning budget deficits due to
the economic slump.

But on top of the emergency
budget loans to PNG over the
past two years, this marks
a sea change in the shift to
project-based aid which was
meant to be more transparent,
easier to benchmark and less
prone to waste. Indeed, as
noted here previously, when
the Morrison government
returned to PNG cash aid
two years ago former foreign
minister Alexander Downer
declared that ending this ap-
proach in favour of individual
projects had been one of his
achievements. “I didn’t want
to see any cash paid into the
Papua New Guinea budget,”
Downer wrote in his Austra-
lian Financial Review column.
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The formal expansion of the
Pacific labour program was
announced after the budget
and its $13.6 million adminis-
trative funding is negligible in
a budget of $1.5 billion in reg-
ular aid and more than $300
million in temporary money
for Timor Leste and the Pa-
cific. But the labour program
spending allocation is up by
more than a third underlin-
ing the growing importance
of this non-cash development
assistance approach in an era
of tight Australian budgets,
strategic competition and the
need to win domestic support
for aid spending.

It says a lot about how much
1s now riding on the success-
ful implementation of the ex-
panded labour program, with
its family support and train-
ing additions, that it is really
the core of a new report on
strengthening Australia’s rela-
tionships in the Pacific.

The report from the parlia-
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er committee reports on trade
and defence ties since the Pa-
cific Step-up was established,
it provides the essential build-
ing blocks for moving from
those short term news events
to a more sustainable longer
term relationship.

And while the committee
treads delicately around the
issue in its recommendations,
the underlying thread in the
report is the need for careful
progress towards a new for-
mal and different relationship
with at least some Pacific
nations. Committee member
Dave Sharma writes in his in-
troduction:

The Committee heard several
bold and ambitious proposals
for strengthening Australia’s
relationships with the Pacific,
including for ‘deep integra-
tion’ and ‘compact of asso-
ciation’ arrangements. Some
of these ideas may prove to
be non-starters, for a range of
reasons. Nonetheless the Re-
port recommends that these
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ideas be further scoped and
evaluated, and openly dis-
cussed, with a view to inform-

prospective sector like the ju-
dicial system or a geographic
group like the most climate

ing the long-term future of endangered nations for some

Australia’s relationships with
the region.

The implicit need for a bigger
public debate about this issue
flows through the report from
the discussion of large-scale
population movement due to
climate change, to the need to
provide the same permanent
work visas as the competing
non-Pacific agriculture visa
offers, to the idea of a formal
Federal Court role in Pacific
judicial systems.

But the issue takes on more
urgency in the context of Aus-
tralia lapsing back into pro-
viding cash support for some
country budgets while at the
same time possibly consider-
ing building yet more new in-
frastructure in the battle with
China in the Solomons. The
report points out that region-
al countries have done much
better protecting their fishing
resources in a vast ocean via
a form of compact in which
Australia has played a big role
than they have done manag-
ing their forest resources more
individually.

There are many pitfalls going
down this path. But finding a

form of test project for a com-
pact seems well worth trying.

of aid from other donors, or
citizens’ perceptions of China.

The study is an attempt to
deal with the challenge of
China becoming a major
global aid donor with more

Y YO I than US$350 billion in of-

It may be exquisitely poor
timed for the “who lost The
Solomons” election campaign
debate, but International Mon-
etary Fund economists have
produced a new study ques-
tioning the emerging conven-
tional wisdom that Chinese
aid 1s damaging developing
countries.

It is a complex desk top ex-
ercise using meta-regression
analysis to examine 416 ex-
amples from 15 pre-existing
studies to try to remove var-
ious biases and sampling is-
sues.

But its conclusions are
quite relevant to the Solo-
mons:

Beijing’s aid has had a posi-
tive impact on economic and
social outcomes in recipient
countries but an opposite ef-
fect on governance, albeit neg-
ligible in size. On average, we
find no evidence that Beijing’s
official assistance affected
socio-economic stability in
recipient countries, the inflow

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

ficial finance committed to
developing countries between
2000 and 2014, but still being
outside the rich country do-
nor club — the Development
Assistance Committee. That
means it doesn’t publish com-
parable detailed country and
project-level information.

The authors say their study is
the first attempt at quantify-
ing the impact of Chinese aid
on recipient countries’ devel-
opment outcomes “based on
estimates obtained from rigor-
ous 1dentification strategies”.

But at a time when China
appears to be cutting back
its aid to the Pacific to let its
business do more of the work,
as Lowy’s Mihai Sora has
noted, the study’s conclusion
is striking: “Chinese official
assistance has had some bear-
ing on development outcomes
in recipient countries, but its
effect is heterogeneous and
very small in size.”
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n June, five million vot-
ers will go to the polls
in Papua New Guinea’s
elections. Despite many chal-
lenges facing the nation —
spanning the economy to the
environment — none of these
are likely to feature in peo-

ple’s minds as they cast their
ballot.

given 40 per cent of Papua
New Guineans, prior to the
pandemic, had incomes be-
low the national poverty line.
The GDP per capita outside
the resources sector has also
remained stagnant for the past
seven years.

The 2002 election was an
exception to this norm of

Local first local concerns determining

Parochial issues tend to dom-
inate in the voting booth. Few
voters support a party because
of that party’s policies or its
ideology. Other factors exer-
cise greater influence in PNG
— one being that a voter will
be more likely to back a can-
didate who is related to them.
Voters may also follow a rec-
ommendation of an influential
community figure. And they
will usually vote for a candi-
date who has brought some
tangible development to the
community.

A recent study revealed PNG
to be one of the most “clien-
telist” countries in the world,
a term political scientists use
to mean that voters value lo-
cal, personal benefits more
than they do national issues or
policies. This is not surprising

18

people’s votes. Widespread
protests over proposed land
reforms and the sale of PNG’s
then state bank PNGBC pro-
vided an intense backdrop to
the 2002 poll, with three uni-
versity students killed in fatal
shooting during the unrest.
The election was also held af-
ter what had been three years
of severe economic difficul-
ty: the country had suffered
from low and negative GDP
growth, the exchange rate
depreciating by more than 40
per cent, with inflation surg-
ing and private sector formal
employment falling.

Yet the conduct of the 2002
clections was also a standout
as the worst in PNG’s short
political history. Electoral
fraud was widespread, and vi-

AFE G AHRAAR T

olence resulted in at least 100
deaths. The heavily contested
reforms and economic diffi-
culty almost certainly led to
the turbulent political atmo-
sphere, evidenced by fraudu-
lently high voter turnout, and
the large number of parties
(44) that contested.

In a disturbing parallel to the
2002 experience, the recent
loss of income during the
pandemic and associated lock-
downs, widespread protests
against the vaccine-for-jobs
mandate, as well as growing
rates of inflation, may feature
in this year’s elections. In
addition, at least 10,000 jobs
were lost during the pandem-
ic, with formal employment
still to recover.

Whatever issues occupy peo-
ple’s minds at the polls, the
results will most certainly
feature a high MP turnover
rate. In PNG’s nine elections,
the MP turnover rate has av-
eraged 54.8 per cent, and in

2017 it was 51 per cent. A for-

mer governor general once re-
marked that the elections were
akin to the rebirth of PNG as
a nation.

In past elections, only four of
nine incumbent governments
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have returned successfully. moved this month to create to continue in their current
Governments are formed in seven additional open elector- form.

parliament — the party with
the highest numbers following
elections is invited to form
government.

Shoring up support

The government of Prime
Minister James Marape, with
its strong Pangu Party or Pap-
ua and Niugini Union Pati
(PANGU) base, has already
begun to shore up its popu-
larity ahead of the elections.
Marape is doing this by this
year reinstating free education
and trying to stave off contro-
versies by planning to reopen
the Porgera mine in April as
well as ensuring LNG land-
owners will receive outstand-
ing equity payments.

The government has also
withdrawn its support for a
bill to reserve five seats for
women in the parliament
(there are no female MPs cur-
rently) and will no longer back
amendments to the Organic
Law on the Integrity of Po-
litical Parties and Candidates
(OLIPPAC), which would
require small parties to join
large parties and have a party
quota for women.

The government has also

ates.

At this point, the two likely
candidates to become prime
minister following the election
are the incumbent Marape and
former PM Peter O’Neill.

If Marape is successfully re-
turned, he will likely continue
his “take back PNG” ideolo-
gy of seeking greater equity
stakes in resource projects.
Marape’s re-election would
likely strengthen his hand in
ongoing negotiations in proj-
ects such as the P’nyang gas
field and Papua LNG (operated
by the French company, To-
tal).

Positive economic reforms un-
dertaken in the past two years
should also continue. These
include the restructuring
of state-owned enterprises,
helmed by the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, fiscal reforms to
lower the wage bill and loan
interest costs, and the second
phase of reforms to the Bank
of Papua New Guinea to en-
sure monetary policy is more
growth focused. Negotiations
for an independent Bougain-
ville would also be expected

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

O’Neill becoming PM will

Continuitv or chanee likely shift the government

to a more populist policy ap-
proach. His previous govern-
ments adopted a protectionist
trade stance, instituting a
wide number of tariff line
increases, and held the ex-
change rate to a much more
tightly managed regime that
has since proved costly for
business. He might also pur-
sue a more nationalist stance
in relation to investment out-
side the resource sector, given
a proposal that his adminis-
tration would require citizens
to hold 50 per cent ownership
stake of any investment under
K10 million.

Of the two candidates, Mar-
ape seems more likely of the
two to emerge successful giv-
en his control of government
finances. Regardless of who
forms the new government
in August, they will have to
grapple with two immediate
problems: first, it must work
to increase Covid-19 vaccina-
tion rates, which currently sit
at six per cent of the popula-
tion; second, it must grow the
non-resource economy, which
has been stagnant since 2014.
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