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Wizl
n mid-July 2022, two of the four states in the Federated States of Micronesia reported their first cases
Iof community transmission since the COVID-19 pandemic began in early 2020. Niue had its first case
of Covid-19 in the community on July 28, after Niue had no previous cases in the community and only
recorded cases of Covid-19 at the border. The Marshall Islands recorded its first known case of community
transmission since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020 on August 8, and as the Marshall Is-

lands border has been closed since March 2020, the source of the spread of the new coronavirus is unclear.
So far, 14 Pacific island countries have reported confirmed cases.
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ikenike Vurobaravu has been voted the 12th President of the Republic of
Vanuatu.

It took eight rounds of voting by the 58-member Electoral College before
he secured the required minimum number of 38 on Saturday afternoon.

In the end he got a resounding 47 votes, after the Prime Minister Bob Loughman
brokered a deal with the nine MPs of the coalition party led by former prime minis-
ter Charlot Salwai.

Those nine MPs have been part of the government for the past year but had fallen
out with Loughman over his plans for constitutional reform.

The new president has had involvement with Vanuatu governments going back
many years.

Most recently he has been the High Commissioner to Fiji.

Vurobaravu has promised to encourage national unity and to promote the issue of
climate change.
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apan’s Prime Minister Kishida Fumio,

who is visiting the United States to attend

the Review Conference of the Parties to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT), held informal talks with Fiji-
an Prime Minister Voreqe Bainimarama.

During the talks, Prime Minister Kishida ex-
pressed his gratitude for the condolence from
Prime Minister Bainimarama for passing of
the former Prime Minister Abe, and stated to
cooperate with Prime Minister Bainimarama
towards “a world without nuclear weapons”.

Prime Minister Bainimarama expessed his
gratitude for Japan’s continuous assistance to
Fiji in several areas including assistance to-
wards economic recovery from the damage
caused by the COVID-19

Bainimarama also pointed out the importance
of a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific” and offered
his support for it

Prime Minister Kishida stated, with respect to
the ALPS Treated Water that Japan took seri-
ously concerns of the Pacific Island countries
and would continue to advance its efforts in
a transparent manner in accordance with the

12

domestic and international safety standards in
cooperation with the international community
including the TAEA.

In addition, Prime Minister Kishida showed
his respect to the leadership of Prime Minister
Bainimarama as the chair of the Pacific Is-
lands Forum (PIF).

The two leaders confirmed that they would
continue to cooperate for the further enhance-
ment of the relations between Japan and Fiji
as well as Japan and PIF.

AFF HAHSART
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jian Prime Minister Frank Bainimara-
Fma Tuesday met with the U.S Secre-
tary of State, Antony Blinken where
they discussed strategic ways of building a

firmer and enduring partnership between the
USA and the island states of the Pacific.

The two leaders met on the margins of the
10th Review Conference of the Parties to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons at the UN Headquarters in New
York.

Prime Minister Bainimarama took the op-
portunity to thank the USA for its growing
engagement with the region; especially fol-
lowing Secretary Blinken’s visit to Fiji.

As chair of the Pacific Islands Forum, the
Prime Minister also updated Blinken on the
outcomes of the recent Forum Leaders Meet-
ing which was held in Suva.

Prime Minister Bainimarama conveyed his
sincerest appreciation to the U.S Government
for its support in helping the region secure
Pacific Islands Forum solidarity.

He also conveyed the Forum’s appreciation to
the U.S Vice President, Kamala Harris for her
virtual engagement with Pacific’s leaders at
PIF, a crucial engagement that demonstrated
US’s support for creating a Blue Pacific.

In promoting our Blue Pacific, Prime Min-
ister Bainimarama highlighted that Fiji and
the Pacific 2050 strategy is a platform for
strengthening U.S engagement in the region.

He added that the Pacific stands ready to
collaborate with the US for a more secure,
stable, and peaceful region, and also to build
resilience against climate change.

Discussions at the meeting were also centered
on the Russia-Ukraine war.

Prime Minister appraised Secretary Blinken
of the impacts of the war on food and fuel
prices across the region.

He informed Blinken that he stands with
President Joe Biden, the U.S Government,
and the international community to secure
peace in Ukraine.

Meanwhile, the Prime Minister will proceed
to Washington DC where he will meet senior
government officials on Wednesday.

14 ARALEBRA R
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.S Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Wendy
Sherman will be in

Tonga today, as part of the Pa-
cific trip to reflect the United
States’ commitment to the re-
gion.

Her visit started with Samoa
then Tonga, Solomon Islands,
Australia and New Zealand
from 3-9 August.

In Nuku’alofa, she will meet
King Tupou VI and other
senior Tongan government
officials to commemorate
50-years of bilateral relations
between the United States and
Tonga.

The Office of the Spokesper-
son, U.S Department of State
said Deputy Secretary Sher-
man is the most senior U.S
official to visit Tonga in the
history of our two countries’
relationship.

“The Deputy Secretary’s
travel to the region reflects
the United States’ commit-
ment to engage meaningfully
with fellow Pacific nations in
the spirit of partnership and
friendship.”

16

She will discuss bilateral co-
operation, including the Unit-
ed States’ interest in begin-
ning discussions to establish
a U.S embassy in Tonga, as
announced by Vice President
Kamala Harris at the Pacific
Islands Forum in July.

Discussions will also include
the ongoing recovery efforts
from the volcano eruption and
tsunami in January, in which
the United States has provid-
ed over $2.6 million in assis-
tance.

The Deputy Secretary will
also deliver remarks at an
event with local students
and young people, meet with
members of Tonga’s civil soci-
ety, and visit U.S Peace Corps
staff.

The Peace Corps has been ac-
tive in Tonga for 55-years and
will return volunteers to the
field in 2023.

The Deputy Secretary is also
expected to sign an Energy
Grant of US$100,000 with
Prime Minister Sovaleni.

The Prime Minister will then
host the reception marking the

AFF HAHSART

50th Anniversary of Diplo-
matic Relations.

On 6 August, Deputy Secre-
tary Sherman will sign a grant
with Women in ICT at the
Fa’onelua Convention Centre
and attend a USAID NEMO
Programme.

She will then depart Tonga for
the Solomon Islands, leading
the U.S delegation to partic-
ipate in the commemoration
of the 80th anniversary of the
Battle of Guadalcanal.
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join the chorus of inter-

national support for the

landmark resolution rec-
ognising the right to access to
a clean, healthy and sustain-
able environment as a univer-
sal human right, adopted by
the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) on 28 July
2022. I commend the global
solidarity on this critical issue
and congratulate all who con-
tributed to this major mile-
stone.

As large oceanic States, our
Blue Pacific depends on the
environment, on the ocean
and on our biodiversity for
our livelihoods and well-be-
ing. Our peoples have deep
connections with their natural
resources and environment.
Indeed, we have a long-stand-
ing commitment to protect our
environment, and through our
Boe Declaration, we prioritise
environmental and resource
security.

We know that environmen-
tal damage has direct and
indirect implications for the
effective enjoyment of all

18

human rights. For over seven
decades, we have suffered,
and continue to suffer, the en-
during impacts and injustices
of nuclear testing; injustices
to our people’s rights, health,
their homes and environment.
Justice remains evasive.

Today, we face similar in-
justices through the climate
emergency and threats to our
ocean. Just last month, at their
51st Meeting, Pacific Islands
Forum Leaders recognised
the many impacts of climate
change and disasters, and
their threat to the future of the
people and statehood of many
Pacific nations.

They recalled their 2021 Dec-
laration on Preserving Mari-
time Zones in the face of cli-
mate change-related sea-level
rise, and emphasised the
threats of climate change and
sea-level rise as the defining
issue that imperils the liveli-
hoods and wellbeing of our
peoples and undermines the
full realisation of a peaceful,
secure and sustainable future
for our region.

AFEHAHRAART

Forum Leaders also called on
the UNGA for a resolution
requesting the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) to pro-
vide an advisory opinion on
the obligations of states under
international law to protect
the rights of present and fu-
ture generations against the
adverse impacts of climate
change.

Leaders further reiterated
strong concerns for the signif-
icance of the potential threat
of nuclear contamination to
the health and security of the
Blue Pacific, and reaffirmed
the importance of ensuring
international consultation, in-
ternational law, and indepen-
dent and verifiable scientific
assessments.

I firmly believe that the
UNGA resolution recognising
the right to a clean, healthy
and sustainable environment
as a universal human right
is a turning point — a Kairos
moment — that will heighten
ambitious actions on all en-
vironmental issues, such as
those highlighted above by
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our Forum Leaders, and including actions towards negotiations at the UNFCCC
COP27 in Egypt this November.

In the Pacific, we are guided by our 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent,
prioritising people-centered development. We stand ready to deepen international
cooperation to ensure that this landmark UNGA resolution for a universal human
right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment is upheld, including through
the full implementation of multilateral environmental agreements.

We will also continue to upholdour regional instruments such as the Convention for
the Protection of the Natural Resources and Environment (Noumea Convention),
and the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty which safeguards our region against
environmental pollution by radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter.

I encourage all states to work towards national laws and measures to entrench this
universal right for their people. We must reach higher standards of environmental
protection for our One Blue Planet.
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he United States has

stepped up diplomatic

engagement in the Pa-
cific, with President Joe Biden
set to meet leaders from the
1sland nations in the White
House next month, the US In-
do-Pacific co-ordinator, Kurt
Campbell, said on Monday.

Campbell's comments
come amid rising concerns
over China's expanding pres-
ence in the region, underlined
by a security pact Beijing
signed with the Solomon Is-
lands in March.

The US-China fallout has
escalated in recent days after
US House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi visited Taiwan, which the
Chinese claim is a breakaway
province.

China's Defence Minis-
try warned Pelosi’s visit
would have "serious conse-
quences" and Beijing respond-
ed with test launches of bal-
listic missiles over the Taiwan
Strait.

Fijian Prime Minister Frank
Bainimarama, who is also
chairperson of the Pacific Is-
lands Forum, is in Washing-
ton and has met Vice-Presi-

22

dent Kamala Harris.

Harris had assured the lead-
ers’ forum in Suva last month
of America’s commitment to
the Pacific — opening new em-
bassies for Kiribati, Tonga and
the Solomons as well as more
than $900,000 in funding.

Harris tweeted that her talks
with the Fijian PM were "all
in the spirit of partnership,
friendship and respect".

Bainimarama also tweeted
that he was looking forward
to a "Pacific leaders' summit
at the White House soon".

It is unclear if New Zealand
and Australia have been in-
vited by Biden. Prime Min-
ister Jacinda Ardern’s office
and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade have yet to
confirm if the PM has been
invited. Ardern met with
Biden in June during a trade
tour of the US, Europe and
Australia.

In his address to the US-
NZ business summit in May,
Campbell said Biden intended
to increase diplomatic ties
with Pacific countries that had
not seen ambassadors or en-
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gagement for decades.

"For the United States to be
effective in the Pacific we
must do more, and we must
do more on areas that matter
and are of significance to the
Pacific Islanders," Campbell
said.

He said that along with more
engagement with Pacific
nations, the Biden adminis-
tration aimed to work more
intensively on regional co-op-
eration with New Zealand,
Australia, Japan, Britain,
France and others.

Campbell said New Zealand
had been “more ambivalent in
some areas of security” but he
did not believe that would be
the case in future.

He said the US would also
work with the new Interna-
tional Development Finance
Corporation to fund Pacific
projects and restore the Peace
Corps in the region. The US
would also increase support
for multilateral engagement
through the Pacific Islands
Forum.

The forum has been under
threat in the past year after
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five Micronesian countries threatened to quit following a disagreement over leader-
ship.

Four nations have decided to stay with the forum. But Kiribati will not after Presi-
dent Taneti Maamau announced on the eve of the Suva summit last month that his
Government was withdrawing its support for the regional institution.

The US deputy Secretary of State, Wendy Sherman, has completed a Pacific tour
including New Zealand, Samoa, Tonga and the Solomon Islands. She also con-
firmed that “President Biden is looking forward to welcoming" Pacific leaders to the
White House in September.

The Pacific leaders’ visit would coincide with a session of the United Nations' Gen-
eral Assembly, said Sherman, who joined New Zealand and Australian diplomats at
the 80th anniversary commemorations of the Battle of Guadalcanal in the Solomons
on Monday.

Samoa Prime Minister Fiamé Naomi Mata‘afa, who is expected to attend Biden’s
Pacific summit, commended the US for rejoining the Paris Agreement on climate
change after meeting with Sherman last week.

The White House is yet to release the list of Pacific Islands Forum leaders invited to
meet Biden.
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acific island state Van-

uatu has submitted a

“groundbreaking” up-
date to its commitments under
the Paris climate accord to in-
clude phasing out fossil fuels
and a costing of how it aims
to tackle destruction caused
by rising seas and wild weath-
er.

Climate experts said that
while most national con-
tributions focus on cutting
planet-heating emissions,
Vanuatu’s enhanced action
plan https://www.vanuatuicj.
com/NDC is one of the first to
comprehensively address “loss
and damage” from global
warming impacts at a country
level.

“Every day, Vanuatu suffers
the consequences of the cli-
mate crisis,” Deputy Prime
Minister Alatoi Ishmael Kal-
sakau told the plan’s launch
at a regional meeting of eco-
nomics ministers in the capi-
tal Port Vila.

“This 1s not a tomorrow prob-
lem — this is an emergency
right now,” he said in a state-
ment.

Loss and damage caused by

26

climate change — and how to
fund efforts to avert and re-
pair it in vulnerable nations —
has been the subject of fierce
debate between developed
and developing countries at
climate talks in recent years,
and is again likely to feature
prominently at November’s
COP27 conference in Egypt.

Vanuatu, with a population of
some 280,000 people spread
across roughly 80 islands,
is among more than a dozen
Pacific island nations facing
rising sea levels and fiercer
storms and droughts that can
wipe out much of their gross
domestic product.

The new loss and damage
measures it hopes to adopt
include offering affordable
micro-insurance, ensuring
the construction of public
buildings and infrastructure
minimises risks, providing es-
sential healthcare, protecting
disaster-displaced people and
possible relocation of commu-
nities away from threats.

Implementing these measures
would total nearly $178 mil-
lion by 2030, the plan esti-
mates — an amount Vanuatu

AFEHAHRAART

says will mostly need to be
covered by donors.

Bill Hare, a climate scientist
and Australia-based CEO at
think-tank Climate Analytics,
described the Vanuatu plan as
“a groundbreaking develop-
ment” with its commitment to
phase out fossil fuels, ambi-
tious efforts to curb emissions
and costed programmes to
deal with adaptation and loss
and damage.

“One of the complaints from
developed countries has been
that developing countries are
not saying clearly what they
need... but Vanuatu is leading
the way,” he told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation.

The goal to end fossil-fuel use
sends a very strong message,
both globally and regionally
to Australia and New Zea-
land, said Hare, noting the re-
cent change in government in
Canberra and its attempts to
boost its green credentials in
the Pacific.

The updated plan for the U.N.
climate process says Vanuatu
is already “carbon-negative”
thanks to its carbon-absorbing
forests and ocean.



Climate-vulnerable countries have been calling for a global loss and damage fund
for some time, but have faced obstruction from rich nations at U.N. climate talks. Its
creation will be a key political issue at COP27 in Egypt, Hare added.

Siobhan McDonnell, a senior lecturer at the Australian National University and a
negotiator for the Pacific on loss and damage, said the perspectives Vanuatu had put
forward reflect those held across the region.

Vanuatu has now brought the problem down to a country level and articulated con-
crete ways to track and address it, she said.

“This is innovative. It’s about a country trying to cost some of the implications they
are facing,” she added. “Vanuatu should be congratulated for trying to begin to start
to put that baseline in front of donors.”

Pacific nations generate negligible carbon emissions and yet are on the frontlines of
global heating — a fundamental injustice, she noted.

“We are hitting planetary boundaries so fast, we have to change now,” she said. “The
weight of that change is not on countries like Vanuatu.”
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ith climate change causing the sea

to rise around them, the Pacific

island of Tuvalu is calling on New
Zealand to provide more support for their
survival.

Tuvalu foreign minister Simon Kofe told Bar-
bara Dreaver for Q+A that “more needs to be
done” by bigger countries, and that “it’s an
issue of justice” given the scale of emissions
produced by countries like New Zealand and
Australia.

“There are many projects that could do with
more funding, like building seawalls, protect-
ing our coastal areas, reclaiming land,” said
Kofe.

The comments come ahead of the Pacific Is-
lands Forum in Fiji, at which climate change
is expected to be a major topic of discussion.

Tuvalu is among the most vulnerable coun-
tries in the world to rising sea levels, as it sits
on low-lying Pacific atolls.

The country is also increasingly vulnerable
to tropical storms, which are hitting with in-
creasing frequency and intensity.

Kofe told Q+A that in the long term, it’s pos-
sible the islands will be fully submerged, and
the country’s population will have to com-
pletely relocated.

“Do we still consider ourselves a state? Do
we have the right to vote in some of these in-
ternational bodies? Do we have claims to our
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EEZ [exclusive economic zone] and resources
in our waters?”” he asked.

“So we’re looking long term, and we want to
ensure that we find legal avenues now to se-
cure our statehood under international law.”.

Kofe gained international attention for Tuva-
lu’s plight when he sent a video speech to the
COP26 climate conference standing knee-
deep in water, to symbolise rising sea levels.

In response, associate foreign minister Aupito
William Sio said the Government had made
a significant increase to the aid budget last
year, particularly targeted towards the Pacific.

He said Pacific nations were preparing for the
worst and having to move, but was also mind-
ful of the fact that the people of those nations
had a strong preference to stay on their own
land.

“And therefore mitigation and adaptation —
we’ve got to figure out how do you continue
protecting those homelands?” said Sio.

Sio said that while the possibility of popula-
tion migration was a complex legal area, the
New Zealand Government continued to sup-
port the principle of sovereignty for Pacific
nations forced off their islands.

He has recently returned from Fiji, after at-
tending initial PIF discussions in place of
foreign minister Nanaia Mahuta, who has had
Covid.

TTTTTTTTT DIES, GDUFS 2 9



Byl

-3 ey D EA W3 VSN U A N S T e

202247 H 12 H  {HESKIE: FIJI GOVI/PACNEWS

7H 11 H, EFFE MR SR SN D]
BERIMLERE T GRAELFXIENIO , AR
& HILRIRTHFRIAA, 1XbREE LTI D RS
BRI R AR

12 Hi b, 458 51 AR EIEIEIIA
KIEITRIRR, AT A S 28 T IR AP
HERS ISR G 3) 128 7%

LGB Dhi SRR “ P BURYE (B
BEBER L) BN T BAE SRS B
X, IXbrasE TR TRE B AR Y
ARG T TR — 2,

FERFREIRFFRIL A ITE R FRIA(SPC)
TRBE T HIRSCRE, PANAE A Rk (U D B
B B 2 TR LEAE A T ROBUGA T R R A R 1
XIREE

SO I SR B0 AR 9 ] 1 O 4 24
[ (RS IR AZT) (UNCLOS) , Al T3
RIS TRE A AR TRRARIL B

PR R, 122 R ICH £ 28 B R B ORI
PN B E I PRI S 2B FUE , FFIFAL
HAE GRIHEA AL FRIBHIIYSS,

XTI E, WA ANIEEAN, ik
s M B T T _E TR 2R, K HO R

FHHOTEERZ I Ana], fhfi]+5 B E R XA R K
AR, X5 2021 48 8 HARRAY RN I [E 9
SARTHES R R FE_ETHEN T
RIIBHEXHIES) tH—20

FRANEUER S B, PO €2050 4Rt
AV AR E T E .

fbrhFEd: X2 — PRI A, ERE
FRDT TREEDMITTROT I A T, IS e Sl
LR NI IR B O3S 1At

PP B R T RSP R SR
DRI ARRIINE R R, HAARR G 18
%O

KPR EHX A EZ FH 48 KAt R ES
WA, Horp 35 Zaaf egad vl e e,
EH 13 FRimAREARHOBOLIL I 5 KA HILH
BFE AT 1P B8 (o e R 5 3B Y P IR
WO 124

30 AFA L AEBT RS



// PACIFIC ISLANDS NEWSLETTERS /

onday marked

a momentous

achievement for Fiji
and the Solomon Islands as
Prime Minister Voreqe Baini-
marama and Prime Minister
Manasseh Sogavare signed
a Maritime Boundaries De-
limitation Agreement, to de-
marcate their shared maritime
boundaries.

The Agreement was signed at
the Blue Pacific High-Level
Panel Event on Ocean Lead-
ership at the Grand Pacific
Hotel this evening, along the
margins of the 51st PIF Lead-
ers Meeting.

“The Agreement establish-
es our countries’ respective
maritime zones in accordance
with the principles of the
United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea, and today
marks a promising step to-
wards a brighter and bluer fu-
ture for Fiji and the Solomon
Islands,” said Prime Minister
Bainimarama.

Ongoing negotiations and bi-
lateral discussions between
officials from the two coun-
tries, led to this signing with
technical support provided by

the Pacific Community (SPC)
under the Pacific Maritime
Boundaries Project and with
assistance from Development
Partners (the Consortium).

The Agreement sets out the
intersecting maritime bound-
aries of Fiji and the Solomon
Islands in accordance with the
United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
which both countries are a
party to.

As Large Ocean States, the
finalization of this Agreement
will ensure that both Pacific
Island countries’ maritime
boundaries are clearly defined
and that their rights and obli-
gations under UNCLOS are
properly established.

Through this Maritime
Boundary Agreement, both
Leaders have also declared
the permanence of their coun-
try’s respective maritime
zones, irrespective of climate
change-related sea-level rise
and its potential impact on
maritime boundaries. This
aligns with the Pacific Island
Leaders’ Declaration on Pre-
serving Maritime Zones in the
Face of Climate Change-re-

lated Sea-Level Rise (‘Dec-
laration’) that was issued in
August 2021.

Prime Minister Sogavare
said that the Agreement is a
celebration of the chapter on
oceans in the 2050 Blue Pacif-
ic Strategy.

“This 1s a historic moment
which signifies Solomon Is-
lands’ commitment to the
UNCLOS and I thank Prime
Minister Bainimarama for

creating space for this sign-
ing,” he added.

The signing of this Agreement
highlights the long history of
engagement and diplomat-
ic relations that Fiji has had
with the Solomon Islands and
paves the way for future co-
operation.

There are 48 shared or over-
lapping boundaries between
countries in the Pacific Islands
region. 35 of these boundaries
have been formalised through
an Agreement, and there are
13 outstanding bilateral and
five high seas boundaries re-
maining to be declared. The
signing of this Agreement,
brings the number of out-
standing Agreements to 12.
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he Pacific Islands Fo-

rum Leaders Meeting

has ended in Fiji with
the endorsement of the Suva
Agreement.

This was confirmed by the
Forum Chair and Fijian Prime
Minister Voreqe Bainimara-
ma during a press conference
at the Forum Secretariat in
Suva.

Bainimarama said the leaders
recognised the Suva Agree-
ment as a political commit-
ment to reform the Pacific Is-
lands Forum and for officials
to commence the work on the
operationalisation of the Suva
Agreement.

“I’'m pleased to confirm that
we have reached a resolution
on the withdrawal of our other
Micronesia Members which is
now entitled the Suva Agree-
ment. 17 of our Forum leaders
have signed this document
and we now transitioning into
the operalisation phase.

Bainimarama said today lead-
ers also discussed Kiribati’s
decision to withdraw from the
premier political organisation
and welcome Kiribati willing-
ness to remain open to dia-

logue to promote Forum unity
emphasising the importance
of genuine consultation and
engagement.

Bainimarama confirmed that
he spoke with Kiribati Presi-
dent Taneti Maamau today.

“I had the pleasure of speak-
ing with President Maamau
this afternoon and I wished
him and his people a won-
derful national day and reaf-
firmed with him our collective
agreement to continue to di-
alogue with Kiribati to find a
resolution to this impasse. We
will spare no efforts in this re-
gard.

The decisions on the hosting
arrangements of the Office of
the Pacific Ocean Commis-
sioner and the Sub-Regional
Office as well as the appoint-
ment of the Pacific Ocean
Commissioner are still to be
finalised.

Bainimarama said leaders also
endorsed the 2050 Strategy
for the Blue Pacific Continent
as the overarching blueprint
to advance Pacific regionalism
for the next three decades.

He said unity was the
over-riding focus of their dis-
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cussions today together with
the 2050 Strategy and the Re-
view of the Regional Archi-
tecture.

“They will see that we are
more than the sum of our
parts, they must see that while
we are citizens of our own
countries and territories, the
tides of history have deter-
mined that we are one peo-
ple.”

This framework re-defines
how the Forum will be en-
gaging with the world outside
of our Blue continent” said
Bainimarama.

Forum Secretary General
Henry Puna said this develop-
ment provides a new narrative
for Pacific regionalism.

“Pacific regionalism is more
than a set of activities, it 1s
an expression of our shared
vision and ambitions and it is
about how we come together
to address our shared chal-
lenges and to make the most
of our shared strengths and
opportunities.”

Bainimarama said it is imper-
ative to engage with young
people who will be inheriting
the success of this strategy.



Byl

“It 1s also why the Strategy focuses on our ocean and our shared natural and environmental
resources as a critical part of the strategy within the 2050 Strategy.”

Bainimarama said leaders also considered and endorsed the decision relating to climate action
and nuclear issues and noted updates on the regional fisheries developments and the Forum
Ministerial Committee to New Caledonia.

The leaders also agreed for Cook Islands to host the next Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meet-
ing while Tonga to host in 2024 and Solomon Islands in 2025.
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rime Minister Jacinda

Ardern and Niue Pre-

mier Dalton Tagelagi
have “reaffirmed” the New
Zealand-Niue relationship
by signing a new partnership
agreement.

Tagelagi was in Wellington
on Thursday to meet Ard-
ern, Foreign Minister Nanaia
Mahuta and Pacific Peoples
Minister Aupito William Sio,
in his first bilateral meeting
since becoming premier two
years ago.

The meeting came a week af-
ter the Pacific Islands Forum
leaders’ meeting, and after
months of intense diplomacy
in the region over a major dip-
lomatic bid by China.

“Times do change, and of
course we’ve got to look to the
challenges against and what is
ahead of us in navigating our
waka through these times,"
Tagelagi said.

Ardern said the renewed
partnership agreement was a
reaffirmation of the existing
agreement.

“In a very changing environ-
ment we stand firm in that re-

lationship,” she said.
36

Niue, a Pacific Island nation of
around 1700 people between
Tonga and Cook Islands, is
part of New Zealand's realm,
meaning the Government pro-
vides the country with aid and
assistance running its affairs,
and Niue’s citizens are New
Zealand citizens.

In 2019, the two countries
signed a strategic partner-
ship agreement that promised
greater co-operation on issues
including Niue’s prosperity,
response to climate change,
and peace and security.

The new statement empha-
sised New Zecaland's and
Niue’s commitment to the
Pacific Islands Forum, and
included a commitment to
“uphold and promote global
norms and values”.

The region-wide forum has
gained additional importance
in the past two years, as Mi-
cronesian countries threatened
to leave and China sought to
sign a sweeping multilater-
al agreement with a smaller
group of 10 Pacific nations.

Regarding Kiribati deciding
to withdraw from the Pacific
Island Forum, Tagelagi said
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the decision was “fresh”.

“Sometimes it takes time to
sort of start to realise what
the decision is all about, but ...
there will always be the fami-
ly of the forum and the door’s
always open when they're
ready to return.”

Tagelagi met virtually with
China’s Foreign Minister
Wang Yi in May as Wang
made a major diplomatic bid
in the Pacific.

Niue has diplomatic relations
with China, in 2018 it signed
up to China’s belt-and-road
initiative, a major Chinese
programme of infrastructure
building. China offered nearly
$15m to pay for an upgraded
64km expressway around the
i1sland, and to renovate some
wharfs.

Tagelagi said he met Wang
just as many other leaders
had.

“We did not sign any docu-
ments, but we do have that
relationship, and it's all about
technical support, and some
of the things that are required
at home.

“It’s not that [China offers



something] New Zealand can't do. It's more strengthening the other areas that has
been required such as the roading.

“The offer is there, but as always we’ve got to be very cautious in any of the deal-
ings that we have. And it's not only China but other diplomatic partners that we
have similar arrangements with.”

The country opened its borders in June after reaching a high rate of vaccination for
Covid-19, with New Zealand's assistance. Covid-19 had now reached the island and
Tagelagi said the situation was “stable”.
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n July 31, a farewell

party for the first

batch of police ad-
visory group from the Min-
istry of Public Security of
China was held by Solomon
police, with Ambassador Li
Ming, Permanent Secretary
for the Ministry of Police of
Solomon Islands Mr. Karen
Galokale, the Commissioner
of the Royal Solomon Island
Police Force (RSIPF) Mr.
Mostyn Mangau, Head of the
Police Advisory Group Zhang
Guangbao and Deputy Head
of the Police Advisory Group
Yin Wei attended and deliv-
ered speeches. Deputy Com-
missioner of RSIPF and all
the members of the first batch
of police advisory group at-
tended as well.

Ambassador Li Ming said that
after the serious riots occurred
in Solomon Islands in 2021,
China promptly formed and
dispatched a police advisory
team to Solomon Islands at
the request of the Solomon Is-
lands government. In the past
six months since their arrival,
the Police Advisory Group
has worked closely with

the Solomon police, carried
out police training, actively
promoted police assistance
projects, and fully support-
ed the capability building of
the police forces in Solomon
Islands, making outstanding
contributions to the relation-
ship between China and Solo-
mon Islands. Li also extended
warm congratulations to all
the members of the advisory
group returning home and his
heartfelt gratitude to Anthony
Veke, Solomon Islands Minis-
ter for Police, National Securi-
ty and Correctional Services,
Mr. Karen Galokale and Mr.
Mostyn Mangau for their
long-term care and support.
With the bonding of policing
cooperation and shared goal
of development, China and
Solomon Islands are hoped to
continue upgrading bilater-
al relationships and making
unremitting efforts to build a
community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind that enjoys
universal security.

Zhang Guangbao, Head of
the Police Advisory Group
reviewed the achievements
made in police assistance,
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training, and construction of
cooperation mechanism and
extended his sincere thanks
to the Solomon police, prom-
ising to lead the second batch
of Police Advisory Group in
accordance with the require-
ments for the Ministry of
Public Security of China as
well as prime minister of the
Solomon Islands Manasseh
Sogavare’s proposal in his
speech for the reporting prac-
tice, to establish a long-term
and stable cooperation plan
with the Solomon police and
other partners who sincerely
wishes to help and to build
the Solomon police into one
of the best police forces in the
region. With the joint efforts
of China and Solomon Islands
on maintaining social security
and stability the people of the
two countries and citizens in
Solomon Islands from the oth-

er countries will all be bene-
fited.

On behalf of the members of
the Police Advisory Group,
Mr. Yin Wei, Deputy head
of the group, said that during
the course of the training, the
Police Advisory Group and

41
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trainees of the Solomon po-
lice had fully communicated
and learned from each other.
All the trainees had actively
participated in the training
and went all out to complete
all the training subjects,
showing positive attitudes
and the spirit of hard work-
ing. At the end of his speech,
Yin also mentioned that he
hoped those police fellows
could continue to support and
pay attention to the police co-
operation between China and
Solomon Islands and help
elevate the cooperation to a
new level.

Permanent Secretary Mr.
Karen Galokale expressed
his great gratitude to the po-
lice advisory group by mul-
tiple times of applause for
the contribution of the group
to the security and stability
of the Solomon Islands. He
mentioned that the police
advisory group’s well organi-
zation of police training and
handing over the supplies
had effectively enhanced the
police capability of the police
stations, fully demonstrating
the work style of “being pro-
fessional, efficient, friendly”
and “being open, transparent
and friendly”, which inject-
ing a strong impetus into the

policing cooperation between
42

the two countries. With great
sincerity, the Police Advisory
group has won the under-
standing, respect and high
praise from all levels of the
Solomon police and all sec-
tors of the Solomon society.
The profound friendships
between the two countries
have been reflected vividly in
these practical actions. At the
end of his speech, he wished
the departing colleagues
health, safety and all the best.

Mr. Mostyn Mangau, the
Commissioner of RSIPF,
said that through carrying
out police training, police
assistance and other projects,
the Police Advisory Group
has strongly supported the
capability upgradation of the
Solomon police, and effec-
tively promoted the national
security and social stability.
With all these efforts, the
Solomon police finally gained
the confidence and ability
to become one of the best
police forces in the Pacific
region. It is hoped that under
the leadership of Mr. Zhang,
the second batch of the police
advisory group will continue
to deepen cooperation with
the police forces of Solomon
Islands. With the joint efforts
of the two sides, the police
cooperation between China
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and Solomon Islands will
definitely achieve greater re-
sults.

At the farewell party, Mr.
Galokale, Mr. Mangau, pre-
sented to all the members
of the police advisory group
commemorative badges,
certificates of appreciation
and souvenirs reflecting the
friendship between the two
sides. During the event, the
two sides have had warm and
friendly exchanges as well as
fond farewells.
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n July 29, 2022, President Xi Jinping sent a congratulatory message to Nik-
enike Vurobaravu on his election as President of Vanuatu.

Since the establishment of diplomatic ties 65 years ago, the two countries
have been advancing the development of bilateral relations on the basis of mutual
respect, equality and mutual benefit, setting a good example of friendly coexistence
and mutually beneficial cooperation between countries of different sizes. Since the
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, China and Sri Lanka have stood together and
helped each other, which has elevated the traditional friendship. This year marks
the 40th anniversary of the diplomatic ties between China and Vanuatu. I attach
great importance to the development of China- Vanuatu relationships and I also
stand ready to work with President Nikenike Vurobaravu to break more grounds for
development of China- Vanuatu relationships and better deliver benefit to the two
countries and peoples.
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n an exclusive interview with Radio Ta-

rana on August 15, 2022, Fijian Prime

Minister Bainimarama reiterated Fiji’s
commitment to the one-China principle and
stressed that Fiji-China relationship is strong.
The Prime Minister said:

Let me say that first and foremost, Fiji recog-
nizes China's one-China policy. I want that
to be made clear to everyone, we recognize
one-China policy. And I also want to say that,
China is an important development partner
for Fiji and the Pacific. As I have said before,
“The Pacific needs genuine partners. We
don't need superpowers that are super-focused
on power.” I welcome genuine partners who
agree to work together on addressing com-
mon challenges.

The climate, COVID, and conflict crisis are
not waiting to see who we exchange friend-
ship bands with. As part of the global com-
munity of nations, Fiji is committed to build-
ing relationships with partners that can work
with us in ensuring a resilient recovery and
sustainable future for our people.

As with a number of other partners, Fiji's bi-
lateral relationship with China is strong and
includes several areas of mutual cooperation.
This year marks 47 years since we estab-
lished diplomatic relations with China. Over
the years, Fiji has engaged in the areas of di-
saster assistance, education, people-to-people
exchanges, capacity building, infrastructure,
investment, trade, defense and medical assis-
tance during the global pandemic.

China has also pledged to address climate
change, a critical issue for Fiji and the Pacific.
Fiji will continue to work with partners that
have green and blue recovery at heart for our
people, our national development and our fu-
ture generations.

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS 45



pyeuk Ji

FLSE Bl B BUR A2 2R B 7 R WASCHR — A F

B

202208 H 05 H  THERIE: PEEFSMEGEEEM | BRI IEE RS EAEE B W

BUR

8 H 5 H, FLE5FIERBEINME KA SRR BLBUN R B T A SR — M h EBUR, 2

AR

AN EBORIE FLSS RSN BOR I B SR, SRR T R A R A7,
It FETRIEFSGENFALRE, TSR EH SR ES AR 2 HIN—#7,

On 5 August 2022, Hon. Silas Bule, Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, Interna-
tional Cooperation and External Trade of the Republic of Vanuatu, issues Vanuatu
Government’s official statement in support of the one China policy. The full text is

as follows:

“The One China Policy is an important pillar of Vanuatu’s foreign policy, and the
cornerstone of China-Vanuatu relationship and comprehensive strategic partnership.
To that end, and in light of recent developments surrounding Taiwan, Vanuatu reit-

erates Taiwan is an inalienable part of China’s territory.”
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GOUVERNEMENT DE LA GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIGUE DE VANUATU REPUBLIC OF VANUATU
MINISTERE DES MINISTRY OF

AFFAIRES ETRANGERES, DE LA FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
COOPERATION INTERMATIONALE INTERMATIONAL COOPERATION
ET DU COMMERCE EXTERIEUR AND EXTERNAL TRADE
OF T OM TAIWAN

Port Vila, 05 August, 2022

The One China Policy is an important pillar of Vanuaiu's foreign policy, and the comersione of
the China-Vanualu relationship and comprehensive strategic partnership. To thal end, and in
light of recent developments surrounding Taiwan, Vanuatu reiterates thal Taiwan is an
inalienable part of China.

Authorizsed By:

Haon. Sﬂal Bute Melve, MP
Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation and External Trade

PME 8051, Port Vila, Republic of Vanuaty, Tel: (+678) 33180, Fax; (+578) 26547, e-mail: mofa@wanuaty gov.w
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n August 7, 2022,

Zeng Fanhua, Am-

bassador to Papua
New Guinea, met with Justin
Tkatchenko, Secretary Gener-
al of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Papua New Guinea,
to exchange views on bilateral
relations.

Ambassador Zeng Fanhua
briefed on the various resolute
and powerful countermea-
sures taken by the Chinese
government against Pelosi's
visit to Taiwan and stressed
that Pelosi's visit to Taiwan,
with the connivance and ar-
rangement of the US govern-
ment, has seriously violated
China's sovereignty and inter-
fered in China's internal af-
fairs, which seriously violated
the commitments made by the
US, and seriously jeopardized
the peace and stability of the
Taiwan Strait. China is right
to make a resolute response

to this. China’s position is
legitimate, reasonable and
lawful, and its measures are
firm, powerful and appropri-
ate. They are aimed at issuing
a warning to the perpetrators
and punishing the “Taiwan
independence” forces, as well
as safeguarding international
law and the basic norms of
international relations. PNG
is China’s comprehensive
strategic partner, and it is be-
lieved that it will be able to
understand and support Chi-
na’s legitimate position. Justin
Tkatchenko said that during
the visit of Wang Yi, State
Councilor and Foreign Minis-
ter, to Papua New Guinea in
June this year, the Prime Min-
ister of Papua New Guinea,
Malapai Marape, and the For-
eign Minister, Soroi Eoe both
reiterated that the Papua New
Guinea government firm-
ly adheres to the one-China

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

principle, and firmly supports
China in safeguarding nation-
al sovereignty and territorial
integrity, opposes “Taiwan
independence” and believes
that Taiwan is part of China’s
territory, and the Taiwan issue
is China's internal affairs. The
Papua New Guinea govern-
ment will continue to adhere
to this basic position and will
not change. The Papua New
Guinea will actively develop
the comprehensive strategic
partnership with China under
the framework of the foreign
policy of “making friends in-
stead of enemies.”
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// CHINA-PICS NEWS /

: At the outset, I would like

to stress that over the past half-cen-

tury, China and Pacific Island Coun-
tries (PICs) have witnessed sound growth of
bilateral relations and fruitful cooperation in
various fields. As a dialogue partner of the
Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), China has main-
tained sound cooperation with PIF.

We are happy to see PICs receive more sup-
port for its development and vitalization from
countries willing to do so. This has always
been China’s position. At the same time, we
believe that all countries, when pursuing co-
operation with PICs, should follow the prin-
ciple of openness and inclusiveness and not
target any third party or harm their interests,
instead of pledging openness and inclusive-
ness while secretly ganging up and forming

small circles. I noted the statement of a US
official that the US doesn’t ask PICs to choose
between China and the US and its coopera-
tion is not about countering China. We hope
the US will deliver on its statement.

About the report you mentioned, it is total-
ly false news and is not consistent with the
facts. Based on the information we received
from the meeting’s host, no dialogue sessions
with dialogue partners have been scheduled
for this year’s PIF Leaders Meeting. Chinese
representatives attend relevant meetings and
events in accordance with practice.
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: The Chinese side has stated our

position many times on the Chi-

na-Solomon Islands security coop-
eration. I would like to reiterate that Chi-
na-Solomon Islands cooperation is based on
Solomon Islands’ needs and requirements,
on the premise of Solomon Islands’ con-
sent, and on the basis of equal consultation.
And it is the normal cooperation between
sovereign countries. It is never China’s for-
eign policy, nor is it Chinese style, to impose
business deals on others, interfere in other
countries’ internal affairs, or damage other
countries’ interests. The China-Solomon
Islands security cooperation aims to assist
Solomon Islands in improving its policing
and law enforcement capabilities and sup-
port Solomon Islands to better safeguard
its social security while also protecting the
safety of Chinese citizens and institutions
in Solomon Islands, which is reasonable and
legitimate with everything being operated in

an open and transparent manner. The Chi-
na-Solomon Islands security cooperation is
not targeting third parties and not intending
to establish military bases. At the same time,
China-Solomon Islands security coopera-
tion and the existing regional arrangements
complement each other, sharing the same
objectives and interests. China-Solomon Is-
lands security cooperation conforms to the
common interests of Solomon Islands and
the South Pacific region.

The cooperation between China and Pacific
Island Countries (PICs) is open and trans-
parent, aboveboard and frank. We have nev-
er attached any political strings and never
imposed anything on anyone. The cooper-
ation between China and PICs is always on
the premise of PICs’ needs. During the 2nd
China-PICs Foreign Ministers’ Meeting,
the participants spoke highly of China’s mu-
tually beneficial cooperation with PICs and
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fully recognized China’s efforts in maintaining peace, stability, development and
prosperity in the South Pacific region. The Foreign Ministers’ Meeting has also
discussed the vision and ideas of future cooperation between China and PICs and
reached new consensus. The participants agreed to continue this positive process
in order to build more and broader consensus. About the outcome document of the
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, I would like to stress that it is international practice
and common sense for the host party to prepare the zero draft for consultation by
all parties. It was over one month before the Foreign Ministers’ Meeting that the
Chinese side had begun to consult with relevant parties on the draft. China has
also collected opinions, respected all parties’ concerns and listened to the voic-
es of PICs on the topics of the Meeting. The remarks made by the Secretariat is
groundless.
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uva, FIJI — United

States vice-president

Kamala Harris has as-
sured Pacific Islands Forum
Leaders meeting in Suva that
Washington will "significantly
deepen" its engagement in the
region.

Harris joined the regional
leaders on Wednesday morn-
ing (Suva time) to announce
half a dozen new commit-
ments to signal America's
renewed commitment the re-
gion.

The commitments included
the establishment of embassies
in Kiribati and Tonga, tripling
the funding for economic
development and ocean resil-
ience, and the appointment of
the first-ever US envoy to the
Pacific Islands Forum.

She said the US recognized
that it did not provide the
"diplomatic attention and sup-
port" to Pacific nations in re-
cent years.

But she says that will now
change.

"We will significantly deepen
our engagement in the Pacific
Islands. We will embark on a
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new chapter in our partner-
ship, a chapter with increased
American presence, where
we commit to work with you
in the short and long term to
take on the most pressing is-
sues that you face.

"The United States is a proud
Pacific nation and has an en-
during commitment to the
Pacific islands which is why
President Joe Biden and I seek
to strengthen our partnership
with you.

"We recognize that in recent
years the Pacific Islands may
not have received the diplo-
matic attention and support
that you deserve. So, today, I
am here to tell you directly,
we are going to change that.

"In this region and around
the world, the United States
believes it is important to
strengthen the international
rules based order. To defend
it, to promote it and to build
on it. These international rules
and norms have brought peace
and stability to the Pacific for
more than 75 years.

"Principles that important-
ly state that the sovereignty

all states must be respected.
Principles that allow all states
big and small to conduct their
affairs free from aggression
or coercion.

"At a time when we see bad
actors trying to undermine
the rules-based order we must
stand united. We must remind
ourselves that upholding a
system of laws, institutions,
and common understandings
... well, this 1s how we ensure
stability and indeed prosperity
around the world.

"We will continue to work
with all of you and all of our
partners and allies to craft
new rules and norms for fu-
ture frontiers grounded in our
shared values of openness,
transparency and fairness.

"All of us convened we recog-
nize there is so much we can
do together. We have a strong
foundation and we will build
on this and embark in a new
chapter — all in the spirit of
partnership, friendship and
respect.”

Harris also said the US plans
to triple funding for economic
development and ocean resil-

and territorial integrity of ience for Pacific islands.
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She said a request will go to the US Congress for $US600 million.

"Sixty million dollars per year for the next 10 years. These funds will help strengthen climate
resilience, invest in marine planning and conservation and combat illegal unreported and un-
regulated fishing and enhance maritime security."

The Forum secretary-general Henry Puna welcomed the commitment from the United States,
saying it's a good sign of friendship.

"That was very refreshing and also very reassuring that the Americans are fully committed to
re-engaging with the Pacific in a meaningful and substantive way."

Last year, President Joe Biden was the first US president to address the Forum Leaders, which
was followed up by a visit to Fiji by the Secretary of State Antony Blinken to launch the
America's Indo-Pacific strategy.

Harris said Washington plans to build on this foundation in the months and years ahead.

59

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS



B

—ALAR T W FTRAN T HERUBR B = BOF

KRR RGN

2022 %07 H 28 H  THESRIE: Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat

527 mEL A EAEA RS (58 27 R4k
FEW, COP27) T4/ 11 HAEIR Ry
ik (Sharm El Sheikh) A, KREMAGH, K
SR R E E ARG B 7 R AR A R R D
X Hfo

JREUITE 7 H 27 H (A=), LI EEES S 27
R &5 2 77 22 WITF FAXF] 100 2 K, COP26 + J#
f 3% 5i- B /R 5 (Alok Sharma, 44450 %k
R T, R TR S EIS IR
W BIF IR R 2, 5 COP27 & 7 [F3% M
I COP28 T JE [E FIER P — R H K T “B A A=
WERE =B, BES WA R R
fe ST R 3R, RIS IR G REE I X H U <
(CROP) [ LA RNZ NI, BLE ACERE X A 5
HXI# (SPREP) . A FIARAEAL (SPC) |
AR K2 (USP) | itz (FFA), DA
REEFEFEHRTRBASARE,

X2 7725 URBIR S VO AR HEHILX
BRI T — D EERL, KO REAR RSN
AR 35 K RIS 13 S [ 432 i, 3578 Ul ]
g AN, IXRIEIEE 2 WO AT LX) = g4
. AL X A B SR R N B U
RIEHEZ (PISDS) 2t r— MR, 5441772
B = B AR X SR I e S

X, RIRRIMAKIED 5 Si)E (Filimon
ManonifJE i T 5 3% i1 COP26 HI T,
PARHINR: B4 COP27 #1 COP28 HYF:JHE4 R5F
RAFPEHEX, il 5242 7 BRI IIRZ I, 45 K2
AP IX B BRI,

TE RN v B/R BB 2 5, A3 COP27
24358 T 5 A3 R TR K R NP A (e S s e Al LR A2
(Mahmoud Zayed) &3k 7 i, R r~HGE
V=525 COP27 MR HE R THBEA TIH
E1E,

COP28 T J&., B % 15 ARG U3 /R 15 Fv
Kk (Hana Al Hashimi) L5275 28 IR4FZ
T WIS I, PR 5 K E RS
VERRDFEZ Y], a7 SE A T80 75 T Y
ik

I58] S = WO M el 5 BUR By e i 7 — Nk S
Pl=, EHfFERIREIRIA R WA R ATT
HFES, /£ 7 AR TR THNIREEI A S
W E, B/RGEENSIAG AR EA X
S NS B SRS RPN T E R B Y (]
W,

“R SR T g FR il 7 W Ak A K B B
1.5° C ZWHIREHIIAR N T ER KL%, TN
T SREANER, RRIETHE, Hir
KRk E AT PRI A AN AR, X 1.5 )&
HIEbRAE EXESLEL T, ™

{th i B 7% U S 2 P v, — R 5118
(BRI &, FRrB@ Al ETCANER, 1 AT i X6
ERIE S MR 2 5 ), FEENER. BAEE
KEZETFEDR-IED (Salote Nasalo) #H 2%
HT— 2L e,

ARIRBVE WA, BEREAERAE N AR R
Hh N B U5 ] S B AT T B 1 s A IXNZRE
JEE Y 5E 3L T gl & 5 o I B SR AR L (Feturd
Elisaia) KfEfE T~ (H.E) f5H, RIZWSNIES
3 HE AR AT PRI R SR

“WIRTMFNEXEBUR T L EI A, K
A HEBORE, AN 2 22 {2 Bk Y
ME— 2 i KA, AKTER] 2050 G HE
T, FFAEEE 27 IR4H A 77 W2 A B I 22
P RIER E FEoaEkiEHERTE (NDC) . 28 26
RERLTT W ERRIE T ESTRA TR T (B2
RihrEFM) (Paris Agreement Rulebook) ,

60 AFA L AEBT RS



// POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REVIEWS /

BEARE IR ILIR, ARERATELAE 5L 15 BE AT
AL T 3, BONNAIRAEIDWTD b T B 28
27 REGL)JT 2 W HUR — D HES RN K=
W ”

526, 27 M1 28 R4 T 2 WHIMRE TR T
IBIRGUFNIE RUMANE T R 2021 FERIBIAS
e i, SRR B 1 508 (B a <
ACHEZRALT) g P 32 5 AT 9 PRI X
PLICHTUZ NI HIBE ST, TREVE IECR. 48 51 5
RV EIRIZ IR B S BB TR, 3
SCRHATIAS COP27 Ko PAJE HYSUMB K & JEA T I IS
T fih

58] 55 2 WU R 188 A B S A it s A T T
fLIemER R HI Y,

I L5 O BGER  $53 SR 25 () R - 3R ZE A
JES (Seve Paeniu) f£ &5 e, FHEHIE—
TUHT B RIS A R 5 T A7 AR N, DARR DR 52
P Rl % DA N N7 3 S Hb VB ) £ 5 IR S5 A Y
[EIfi

kb FEBEIE, /NG e E A2 EFE 0y
Z5/NBIGE K (AOSIS) FlH At AL BRI >E
TR E B TAE, PRIFESR 2752 AN
AR ORRF iR e ee b3 h 5 %k, he S
B T REE NS 26 IRERETTT 2B E RIS
SNS Y, FHFERIR AT E BT E S8y
BERE, BN5 BRI, wigrs) /5= BOFE T
Jext i,

A5F FEATE AR, VRIS SRS, IR 52
BB FE B 45 % (Steven Victor) &~
XSG R AR Y “28 27 IRGR L) 5 =W
—/MESFLNZE S B0 IR LR RN, 4E5
ZHK TR, NI SR B RS2 AR UE 75 5 e B
1E COP27 IR SR Hfth %1 28 1 & T AL A& F(CDMD)
M ELAR RS, DB o ST, 1556 5 T FE PR
BRI AR R R Sl A 2 e T HAR
HIfRRTT RIS FRRBEHE, PRI ERER TIX
IR TAERIME

AN A3 A S N E R 35 ) S LR T i

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

B (Mark Brown) &R EEIEH, KfEL{L F1T
F-& (Wayne King) JoAEPFHE45 HH SRR ot
I EE X, AR R TR AR BRI R T
F A1 T BTV, AR — 0 b o IR E
PG, IR AR AR E A B, &5
EANTE, A BB B E b A A R AT ) 1
o BANFERESR . SIEBR4EMBUEEEN,

RFWFETM, LT RAEZ K
o WA AR VD /R4 5 (Kushaal
Raj) S 45, 5 AR SRR IR TR TR,
e LSRR AT AL e E W A R TR, AR
£ COP 27 RS H s e n i, JHFEE 7
TF TR g R AN OC B 2 AL, B0 % W T ) 5 — I
KT SRR RN = TR, 25—
LN A T IG AY BAARBR K, Lhanigeis 3
(] COP27 1R = iliE 5h

TEARE IR S il A RIFe TG, RFEFHEX
BRI K (SPREP) ST H2E LANE-ANELE
(Sefanaia Nawadra) JEAAE AKX 4HEY
PSS TAESE, S HARE A X
52 FE—FE, X COP26 i FIoEEBURM I %%
NI, FHERAFEIE, oA AR HE SR HE DL A
RKEEZE A E vk, &R 5 7S
R FE

COP26 EJHAE M5 B IR, AR
1RO B SR A A T B B N AR R 35, il
TR, RIBEZAREMRE R ERRGIR
HIBE 4z, HBURACTIEE R OR R e HIEfEN 1,
B e KRR E R SR fE L

D COUNTRIES STUDIES, , GDUFS 61



B

ed 27th July
2022, PIFS
SUVA— Pacific

Island nations have received
resounding support from the
hosts of the world’s climate
negotiations in the lead up to
COP 27 this November. With
just over a hundred days to
go before the opening of the
COP 27 in Sharm El Sheikh,
the COP 26 President, Rt Hon
Alok Sharma, delivered a
public lecture and joined fel-
low COP global ‘troika host
nations Egypt and the UAFE’
for a climate roundtable with
Pacific’s Political Climate
Champions at the Pacific
Islands Forum Secretariat,
in partnership with the One
CROP Team (SPREP, SPC,
USP and FFA) and the British
High Commission in Fiji.

The hybrid roundtable was
an important opportunity for
the Pacific to advocate for cli-
mate action as the UK shortly
hands over to Egypt. As well,
the roundtable was an oppor-
tunity for the Political Climate
Champions, One CROP ex-
ecutives and the Pacific SIDS
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grouping to share climate pri-
orities from the Pacific with
the current and future COP
hosts.

“I’'m pleased to say the visit of
the COP 26 president, as well
as the opportunity for the in-
coming COP 27 and COP 28
host to meet with the Pacific,
really has struck a positive
note today— it could not have
come at a more important
time,” said Acting Forum
Secretary General Dr Filimon
Manoni.

Following opening remarks to
the Roundtable from the COP
26 President Hon Alok Shar-
ma, His Excellency Ambassa-
dor Mahmoud Zayed, Egyp-
tian Ambassador to Australia,
followed on behalf of the COP
27 President Designate and
welcomed opportunities to
partner more strongly with the
Pacific nations as part of COP
27.

Ms Hana Al Hashimi — Lead
Negotiator — COP 28 Presi-
dency — United Arab Emirates
shared on COP 28 priorities,
noting that the UAE would be
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working with the Pacific to
address the concerns raised
and reaffirmed the sentiments
on implementation and action.

The Roundtable also provided
an opportunity for the COP
26 President to reiterate earli-
er messaging from his public
keynote at the Forum Confer-
ence venue. Minister Sharma
had been frank and clear in
responding to the call from
Forum Leaders’ declaring a
climate emergency for the
Pacific region, during their
mid-July meeting in Suva.

“1.5 degrees is not about
thriving, it is ultimately about
survival. And it makes it
even tougher when the richest
countries, the biggest econo-
mies, those belching out the
bulk of the emissions are still
not doing enough,” he said.

His live-streamed keynote
was met with a quick round of
questions echoing Pacific con-
cerns around strategic impact
and engagement, including a
vote of thanks from youth ac-
tivist and USP student Salote
Nasalo.
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At the roundtable, chaired by
Samoa as PSIDS Chair, High
Commissioner to Fiji, H.E
Feturi Elisaia noted Forum
Leaders have recently de-
clared the Pacific is facing a
climate emergency.

“Our Forum Leaders have
also urged world leaders,
especially the big emitters,
to recognise climate change
as the single greatest threat
to the planet, to commit to
achieve net zero emissions by
2050, and to revisit and sub-
mit enhanced NDCs before
COP 27. A great success of
COP 26 was that it delivered
us the Paris Agreement Rule-
book. We now have no ex-
cuse not to start implement-
ing— COP 27 in Sharm EI
Sheikh must be an implemen-
tation COP”, he said. COP
26, 27 and 28 representatives
were informed of how Pacific
Leaders appointed Political
Climate Champions in 2021,
to strengthen the capacity of
Pacific Island Country Parties
to strategically engage and
influence strong outcomes on
Pacific priorities through the
UNFCCC. The 51st Pacific
Islands Forum welcomed the
work of the champions and
supported their ongoing stra-
tegic engagement for COP 27

and beyond.

The roundtable heard from
individual Political Climate
Champions speaking to their
priority issues.

In his remarks the Honour-
able Seve Paeniu, Minister
of Finance for Tuvalu and
Champion for Loss and Dam-
age noted a workable strat-
egy for new and additional
climate financing is required
to address a Loss and Dam-
age financing facility and a
“Santiago Network advisory
structure that works for all.”

He added the need for PSIDS
to be fully engaged in AOSIS
and other intersessional work
on Loss and Damage, calling
for strategic and sustained
momentum between COP
meetings. Minister Paeniu
commended the advocacy
and engagement of UK in its
role as the COP26 President
and asked that Egypt note
the example of the UK Pres-
idency in reaching out to the
global sub-regions to develop
conversations on the COP
agenda.

The Honourable Steven Vic-
tor, Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Environment,
Republic of Palau and Cham-
pion for Environmental

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

Integrity welcomed the ac-
knowledgement “that COP27
must be the implementing
COP”. Minister Victor said
continued assurance for envi-
ronmental integrity needs to
be reflected in the outcomes
of COP27. He listed specific
measures on Clean Mecha-
nism Development (CDM)
credits to avoid double count-
ing, including an internation-
al registry to ensure account-
ability. He also welcomed
efforts on nature-based solu-
tions, saying Ocean states see
the value in this work.

In comments on behalf of
the Climate Finance Cham-
pion, Cook Islands PM Mark
Brown, Mr Wayne King,
Director of Climate Change
called for conclusion of the
operational definition for cli-
mate finance and the need for
the Technical Experts Dia-
logue on the New Collective
Quantified Goal be focussed
on scope, as well as the need
to further simplify access to
finance to address adapta-
tion, mitigation and loss and
damage. Mr King added the
PM reaffirms his role as the
Climate Finance Champion.
We need to be cohesive, have
strategic thinking, and politi-
cal willpower, he said.
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Mr Kushaal Raj, Acting Director of Climate Change on behalf of Fiji’s Minister of
Economy and Climate Change, the Champion for Oceans, noted that Fiji would be
continuing its support to championing Oceans. He referenced key actions and prior-
ities to ensure stronger reference to Oceans in the COP 27 outcomes, and repeated
key messages from Fiji on Oceans, including a call for a three-year work program
on Oceans-Climate nexus, a high-level event on Oceans at COP 27 to tackle specif-
ic challenges facing the ocean including maritime pollution.

Following the comments from the Pacific Political Climate Champions, Director
General of SPREP, Mr Sefanaia Nawadra, provided reflections as the One CROP
Chair. He joined the round of thanks from the Pacific for the efforts of the COP 26
President and the UK Government, adding he was encouraged by the Egypt posi-
tion on a push for emissions reductions as well as a focus on Nationally Determined
Contributions, NCDs.

In his closing remarks, the COP26 President said the key reason Glasgow enjoyed
the success it had was because the world worked together. He said the onus is on
developed countries to ensure that developing countries access the finance required
and urged Pacific nations to remain solid in their moral position and push for big-
gest emitters to address the climate crisis.
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n the 29th of July,

the UK Govern-

ment signed an
agreement to continue their
partnership with Pacific Is-
land Countries through the
UK-Pacific Extended Conti-
nental Shelf (ECS) Project to
secure maritime zones. The
UK will contribute an addi-
tional £351,000 [FJD 930,000]
to the project, implemented by
the Pacific Community (SPC).

The Pacific Community as the
coordinator for the work of
Maritime Boundaries along-
side Pacific countries and
territories recognises the crit-
ical importance this funding
brings to the region and sov-
ereign rights of nation states.

“Until these gaps in the world
map are closed, Pacific Island
countries may not be in a po-
sition to fully protect their in-
terests and achieve their blue
economy aspirations,” said
Dr Paula Vivili, SPC Depu-
ty Director-General Science
and Capability. “Establishing
ownership of these ECS areas
is crucial for the stability and
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development of Pacific Island
countries.”

Pacific Island Countries (PICs)
are the custodians of 20% of
global maritime zones. To
optimise the management,
use and conservation of this
vast ocean space, they require
certainty over their maritime
zones as defined by the Unit-
ed Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).
This includes the extended
continental shelf (ECS) areas
beyond their 200 nautical mile

exclusive economic zones
(EEZs).

Over the last year, a regional
training session was con-
vened, ECS information up-
dated and formally launched
on the new Pacific Maritime
Boundaries Dashboard and,
most significantly, Fiji a ben-
eficiary of the project, has
completed the preparation of
its partial submission for the
South Fiji Basin, a seabed
area of approximately 226,000
square kilometres.

“This work has been more
than 10 years in the making

AFEHAHRAART

due to the substantial techni-
cal, scientific and legal nature
of the work required for ECS
submissions. We are extreme-
ly grateful to the UK Govern-
ment and Pacific Community
for their support as it has fi-
nally enabled us to complete
this report.” said Lieutenant
Commander Gerard Rokoua,
a member of the Maritime Af-
fairs Coordinating Commit-
tee.

In March this year, nine tech-
nical officers from Fiji’s Mar-
itime Affairs Coordinating
Committee received special-
ised software training to map
and define the extent of Fiji’s
maritime zones, including ex-
tended continental shelf areas.
Several months of technical
work in partnership with a
consultant have followed, and
today the team are finalis-
ing the submission report for
Government approval.

British High Commissioner
to Fiji, Dr Brian Jones said,
“I am delighted to continue
UK partnership with this vital
project for a second year. [ am



particularly pleased that our
partnership over the last year
has enabled Fiji to complete
its partial ECS submission
for the South Fiji Basin. This
year, the project will continue
to support Fiji, Vanuatu, Sol-
omon Islands, and Tonga to
secure the rights and respon-
sibilities over their respective
large ocean spaces. This will
directly enable sustainable
use of marine resources to
generate income and create
employment.”

Currently, there are 10 PICs
with 9 ECS claims and 6 pre-
liminary information notes at
various stages awaiting ex-
amination by the internation-
al Commission on the Lim-
its of the Continental Shelf
(CLCS).

The Pacific ECS project
contributes to the broader
Pacific Maritime Boundaries
programme of work coordi-
nated by SPC and supported
by a consortium of partners,
including the Pacific Islands
Forum Secretariat, the Office
of the Pacific Ocean Com-
missioner, the Pacific Islands
Forum Fisheries Agency
(FFA), the Australian De-
partment of Foreign Affairs

and Trade (DFAT), Geo-
science Australia, Attorney
General’s Department- Aus-
tralia, University of Syd-
ney, New Zealand Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(MFAT), GRID-Arendal,
as well as the European
Union and Sweden through
the Pacific European Union
Marine Programme (PEU-
MP).
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.S President Joe

Biden will host Pa-

cific island leaders at
the White House in Septem-
ber, a senior American diplo-
mat said on Saturday, deepen-
ing a regional charm offensive
to counter growing Chinese
influence.

Visiting Tonga, deputy secre-
tary of state Wendy Sherman
said the leaders would be
invited to Washington for a
meeting and dinner late in the
month.

“This meeting will be a his-
toric opportunity with the
United States and Pacific is-
lands countries to hear and
listen, the Pacific way,” Sher-
man said.

The move comes amid a flur-
ry of U.S shuttle diplomacy
looking to bolster alliances in
the Pacific against a more as-
sertive Beijing.

Washington has announced
it will open a series of new
diplomatic missions in the re-
gion, and has been more vocal
and visible in recent months.

Secretary of state Antony
Blinken has visited and Vice

President Kamala Harris re-
cently made a landmark ad-
dress to the Pacific Islands
Forum.

On Saturday, Sherman at-
tended a series of events in
the neighbouring Solomon
Islands, which is marking the
80th anniversary of World
War II’'s Battle of Guadalca-
nal.

The Solomon Islands are at
the centre of a renewed South
Pacific rivalry between Bei-
jing and Washington.

China signed an undisclosed
security pact with the island
nation in April, alarming
Western allies.

The deal, which critics fear
could lead to China gaining a
military foothold in the South
Pacific, is likely high on the
agenda for the U.S visit.

A series of decisions by
Solomons Prime Minister
Manasseh Sogavare that ap-
pear to echo China’s authori-
tarian style of governance was
also discussed.

Sogavare has moved to censor
the public broadcaster, threat-
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ened other media and repeat-
edly floated delaying planned
elections.

During the Tonga visit, Sher-
man highlighted the potential
local impact of China’s recent
decision to suspend climate
talks with the United States,
sparked by the visit of top
Congressional Democrat Nan-
cy Pelosi to Taiwan.

“For Tonga climate change
1s existential, and we under-
stand that. And it’s just ter-
ribly disappointing that the
world’s largest emitter right
now, and a country who must
be engaged for us to reach 1.5
degrees celsius, has now with-
drawn from that discussion,”
Sherman said.

Under the terms of the Paris
climate deal of 2015, nations
are seeking to limit global
temperature increases to 1.5
degrees celsius.

Rising sea levels are the top
issue across a region where
many countries sit only a few
feet above sea level and are
already feeling the impact of
climate change....

69



B

TR RS U PSS S P YN E S

Vi 6 ARG 7 ]

2022 408 H 08 H  JHESKIE: FSM GOVI/PACNEWS | {4 Pita Ligaiula

EH, % PR BT (FSM) k&3
FE AR BE A X BB T =B

PRI BURILE T REHEANR
FENE B ISR 5 5 AR BRI EE A AE,
W2 S S R A R R, IR IS 1%
EERHTEG AR RARE, A7 G 7S R 2 X
R EINE, WIR4E GIEEEORIIF HE H
w IR E R FRESEAAEGEO T LK
St o, DR SR A RO AR LR = R 5
G E R _ERE 1R, JailkiE, FERrmh A RE
e QTS M E HAX 2 22 5.

Fr PRI ER RIS BRR) T RK,
AEL, FHFFTR EREIBBAIAEP AL RER
HURIA AOHE, BRI . FEIX 5T, e 2 e vhik
PR BUR S 2R SR EAERARKERR, 5
HAE N RIHIEA B B RH R, D Eriliik
FRBURFBURIA D, AR A EASEE DK HERIRR A Y
SO ILRISS T, M E 2 M, PR 2R
FIF, FFEARESIRON F A N SR L 3E BRI S
ARSI R

B B e VE LB BUR BUR 1R 21, S2E AR
WK R AR HE— 2T, hE % —
ANFRE R AN AR E A AN 2 7 R, Ak T P 4
NS NSIEESERP NP ATHNE S 1Y ] M 0[SV R 2355
FBURIE 1 g2, £E “AKINGE RN RTH
HENEGA N S B — A, G R P ER
—Hk7”, AN AT B R T HATBERRIE TN,
DRI 5 TR) 5 52 2 E SR PHAR, T 2 ERRZ, 1£
BURF & ERI A BFER R EE RS, SIS AHA
ROEHS= IR N RIATE, BURR—HBI T — L2240

SAATRES A — AR T A BOR #R T TR B
AR R

B e vE IR BURIA N, i iainz
Ja51% Y Ha 2 1= e miTsh, ey & sk
WU BUR KR, B P e BUR R
BRI FRIRIKY, 5 B EVEIL B BURIA b,
EFISEE AR AR TR NEHRIBEA TN &7

R P eV BUR ATEA TR b
i B B B A A [ B 52 [ R IX — H AR )il 4T Ar]
REET N, WANTRAEE W DRI BURFIA N
IXAEARCE A RTRE e 3 271 A2 e SR - B i 52
B, XX E R ERAE R EATIER, %
BIEPEIBFRBUFIA N, REMSEEFHA N E D2
TSHER—T7, & IEFI”, T — T & A SR,
2 CHBRET, (PR HOE R, A ER AR
KR ATE HA S BRI R R ST B R
IJ_:'AO

TEBR G 1 — 5, 5 5 % JE Ve L BRFR BURF
WRAEES E R an 2 e RS2 27 fF
PR IR NNy S BE PN il o S B E S
EEtR R 5, TERNZEE R AT E AR
K, 5 5 2P e VG VIR O 5 ol 5 I I P [ A 52
FE SRR IK R B P eI BURIA N, 3
TWER— 2R, AR SRR
M —IRie R IMIRZ 5, Ak i, Tl
P28 77 25 R R R A D BAT TG — N HLERAETS
BATTRL 2 S0 DRIy B Atk A [ Bk e R T,
sHYAGE EEH O FE R AR, FHIARZIRR
FERTANER A B, S0 E 2 — MR

70 AFEHARSRR T



// POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REVIEWS /

H e BEPNEIFRBURFIA N, QIREER FBONR, IR WAL | “Hpbi S | ik
7 ST MR TR HER YT AR, S R IREAE, 22, BRERE
TERYL, A BIMIMHSRA 2 R EBEM,

5 2 JE VLIRS BUR I A 52 i [ 16— L2 BA [ PR e SR g el b Eg it L A1,
R NSRS AL TE R R (E8 T BRI NEB YR, SEEFIHEDy 22k
FIPRIIEBEE 7 BT 22 AR AN KIE Z [FISE T, ARAEATH 5 #RA S A -
SR EE 2 BRE R W EE R A1, IXEEAE R WA REfR 2R,

i B e va LR BUR L LA SR N 5 AR BN BRATBURF AR AR N BRAERTEI N R AN
BURZGEBM BRI RIRRE, KO, S1EZ,

71

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



B

ecently, the Govern-

ment of the Federated

States of Micronesia
(FSM) became aware of a
high-level visit to Taiwan by
the Speaker of the U.S House
of Representatives.

The FSM has received infor-
mal communications from
representatives of both the
Government of the People’s
Republic of China and the
Government of the United
States of America asking if
the FSM will comment on the
visit, which has resulted in
substantial publicity in global
news-media and heightened
geopolitical saber-rattling in
the Taiwan Strait, including
increasingly stern rhetoric
from stakeholders in Taiwan’s
prosperity, military exercises
inclusive of missile launches
over Taiwan’s territory and
into Japan’s Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone, and the suspen-
sion of cooperation between
China and the U.S on mat-
ters such as tackling Climate
Change and high-level mili-
tary dialogue. It is reported
that certain agricultural prod-
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ucts are no longer able to be
traded between Taiwan and
other parts of China.

The foreign policy of the
Government of the FSM is to
be a friend to all and an ene-
my to none, and to extend to
all countries what is sought:
peace, friendship, coopera-
tion, and love in our common
humanity. In this regard, the
FSM has both an Enduring
Partnership with the United
States of America and a Great
Friendship with the People’s
Republic of China. It is the
view of the FSM Government
that the World will ultimately
be more peaceful, and more
capable at dealing with the
threat of civilisational col-
lapse caused by anthropogen-
ic Climate Change, if China
and the U.S work together as
partners and as friends, with
mutual love and respect for
one another.

It 1s the FSM Government’s
observation that, the moment
the visit by the U.S Speaker of
the House of Representatives
to Taiwan became common

AFEHAHRAART

knowledge, that China felt
that its One-China Principle
and sovereignty was threat-
ened, and so sought to delay
or cancel the visit by the U.S
Speaker. It is the FSM Gov-
ernment’s observation that the
U.S, which “acknowledges
that all Chinese on either side
of the Taiwan Strait maintain
there is but one China and
that Taiwan is part of China,”
would be unwilling to ac-
commodate what it interprets
as aggressive behaviour, and
so the visit occurred with-
out delay or hindrance. It is
noteworthy that, in democra-
cies with separate but equal
branches of government,
where leaders are elected by
and accountable to the peo-
ple, that some leaders in one
branch of government may
hold differing views from
leaders in that same branch,
or other branches, of govern-
ment.

It is the FSM Government’s
observation that, following the
visit, a visible increase in both
rhetoric and action has height-
ened geopolitical tensions in
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the Taiwan Strait; this is con-
cerning to the FSM and its
People. It is the FSM Govern-
ment’s observation that both
China and the U.S see the
other side as a “bully” engag-
ing in provocative behaviour,
with China interpreting the
visit of a high-level

U.S elected official to Taiwan
as invasive, unprecedented,
and unwelcome, and the U.S
interpreting the launch of
missiles over Taiwan and also
into Japan’s Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone as a purposefully
antagonistic overreaction.

It 1s not the intention of the
FSM Government to public-
ly and explicitly condemn,
or condone, any particular
behaviour by China or the
U.S in regards to this specific
issue, or to draw compari-
sons between either country’s
actions or inaction, on the
premise that the FSM be-
lieves that doing so is more
likely to promote violence
than to promote peace. The
FSM Government believes
that it is plausible that both
China and the U.S see them-
selves as being the responsi-
ble party that is “in the right,”
with the other party as irre-
sponsible and “in the wrong,”
and that both countries would

have prepared extensive justi-
fications and rationalisations
to support their perspective.

As a member of the United
Nations, the FSM believes in
the UN’s mission statement
to ensure the “maintenance
of international peace and
security.” The FSM, as a
member of the Pacific Islands
Forum living in the peaceful
and harmonious Blue Pacific
Continent, and as an Endur-
ing Partner to the United
States and a Great Friend to
China, encourages and calls
upon both China and the
U.S to de-escalate tensions.
It 1s the view of the FSM
that we, as a global society,
should let no one build walls
to divide us—be they walls
of hatred, or walls of stone;
that we should end the vanity
of nations, as we’ve but one
Earth on which to live; that
we should embrace the rules-
based international order and
the rule of law, with an em-
phasis on respecting others as
much we respect ourselves,
and recognise that freedom
1s merely privilege unless en-
joyed by one and all.

It 1s the view of the FSM
Government that it ultimate-
ly doesn’t matter “who is at
fault,” “who started it,” who
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is a “bully,” who and what is
“wrong,” and who and what
is “right,” if the outcome re-
sults in conflict. It is essential
for global peace, security,
prosperity, and stability that
there be no additional conflict
in our World at this time.

The FSM further calls upon
China and the U.S to re-es-
tablish cooperation on issues
of international importance,
such as preventing civili-
sational collapse as a result
of anthropogenic Climate
Change. As the two super-
powers in the world, the U.S
and China set the tone and
cadence for global conver-
sations on peace; if there is
no peace between these two
powers, then there won’t be
peace anywhere at all. There
can be no solution to com-
mon problems unless China
and the U.S choose to coop-
erate with one another on is-
sues of global importance.

The FSM extends to the
People and Government of
the United States of Amer-
ica, and to the People and
Government of the People’s
Republic of China, peace,
friendship, cooperation, and
love in our common humani-

ty.
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n July 14, 2022, the

International De-

partment of the CPC
Central Committee hosts the
second China-Pacific Island
Countries Political Parties
Dialogue with the theme of
“Strengthening Exchang-
es and Mutual Learning for
Common Development”
through video link. Political
leaders and business leaders
from Pacific Island countries,
including Fiji First Party par-
liamentarians and Minister of
Defense Inia Seruiratu, Sec-
retary General of Vanuaaku
Party of Vanuatu and Minister
of Finance Johnny Koanapo,
Our Party Chairman Tananga-
da of Solomon Islands, Gener-
al Secretary of Pangu Party of
Papua New Guinea Towibe,
all attended the meeting on-
line. Diplomatic envoys from
Pacific Island countries to
China also attended the meet-
ing. Liu Jianchao, Minister of
International Department of
the CPC Central Committee
attended the meeting and de-
livered a keynote speech.

Liu says that since the es-

tablishment of diplomatic
ties, China and Pacific Island
countries have maintained
friendly exchanges and ex-
panded bilateral exchanges
and cooperation for a long
time, setting a good example
of South-South cooperation.
President Xi had held the first
meetings with leaders of Pa-
cific Island countries that have
established diplomatic rela-
tions with China in 2014 and
the second in 2018, upgrading
relations between the two
sides to a comprehensive stra-
tegic partnership of mutual
respect and common develop-
ment, opening a new chapter
in the relations between China
and the Pacific Island coun-
tries. China stands ready to
work together with the Pacif-
ic Island countries, to act on
the leader’s common under-
standings, insisting on mutual
respect and help, openness
and inclusiveness to promote
cooperation based on the Belt
and Road initiatives, promote
peace and development in
the Pacific Island countries,
and continue to good friends
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sharing the same goals, good
brothers through thick and
thin, and good partners work-
ing with each other.

Liu says that in the second
half of this year, the Chi-
nese Communist Party will
convene the 20th National
Congress of the Communist
Party of China to draw a
blueprint for the development
of the Party and the country
in the coming period, which
will bring more development
opportunities to countries
around the world, including
the Pacific Island countries.
The Dialogue between Politi-
cal Parties of China and Pacif-
ic Island Countries has set up
a new and important platform
for the two sides to strength-
en strategic communication,
enhance political mutual trust
and promote practical cooper-
ation. Faced with major world
changes unseen in a century,
the Communist Party of Chi-
na is willing to work with the
political parties of the Pacific
Island countries to deepen the
exchanges and mutual learn-
ing of experience in govern-
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ing the country, promote pragmatic cooper-
ation in the fields of poverty alleviation and
reduction, agricultural production, trade and
investment, jointly deal with global challeng-
es such as climate change, and build a closer
community of a shared future between China
and the Pacific island countries to promote
world peace, stability, development and pros-
perity.

Leaders of the political parties of the Pacific
Island countries attended the meeting spoke
highly of the remarkable achievements made
by China in fighting against COVID-19 and
eliminating absolute poverty with the strong
leadership of the CPC Central Committee
with Comrade Xi Jinping as the core, and
believed that China's successful experience
has provided an important reference for the
Pacific Island countries to achieve prosperity
and development. The political parties of the
Pacific island countries thanked China for
the valuable support and assistance provided
by China in infrastructure construction, the
fighting against COVID-19 as well as other
aspects, and promised that they will continue
to firmly adhere to the one-China principle,
strengthen inter-party exchanges and cooper-
ation, boost interactions and mutual learning,
promote the docking of the Belt and Road ini-
tiative, the Global Development initiative and
their national development strategies, jointly
deal with urgent challenges such as climate
change to help the Pacific island countries
achieve sustainable development, and jointly

build a community with a shared future for
mankind. All parties wish the 20th CPC Na-
tional Congress a full success.

The Dialogue was chaired by Guo Yezhou,
Vice-Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs of the PRC, with representatives from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry
of Commerce, the State Council, and Jiangsu
Province attended.
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B

he U.S has announced

a major step-up in its

engagement with the
Pacific region, including the
establishment of new embas-
sies in Kiribati and Tonga,
in moves that will be seen as
attempts to counter China’s
growing influence in the re-
gion.

The U.S vice-president, Ka-
mala Harris, made the an-
nouncement on Tuesday, as
Pacific leaders gathered in
Suva, Fiji for the Pacific Is-
lands Forum, the most signifi-
cant regional meeting.

Harris will be attending the
Pacific Islands Forum leaders
meeting virtually to speak to
leaders at the invitation of the
forum chair and Fijian prime
minister, Frank Bainimara-
ma, in what is being seen as a
coup for the US and a blow to
China, which is not believed
to have been accorded a simi-
lar privilege.

During the address, Harris
will announce a suite of mea-
sures designed to re-establish
the U.S as a significant part-

18

ner in the region after decades
of waning influence.

The measures include the
appointment of a special pres-
idential envoy to the Pacific
Islands Forum, and tripling
the amount of money request-
ed from Congress for eco-
nomic development and ocean
resilience, up to US$60m a
year for 10 years, as well as
a return of Peace Corps vol-
unteers to Fiji, Tonga, Samoa
and Vanuatu.

“This milestone reflects the
United States’ robust and
growing commitment to
the Pacific Islands region. It
builds on five decades of close
cooperation with the Pacific
Islands Forum, including as
a founding dialogue partner,”
the statement said.

Australia’s foreign minister,
Penny Wong, in Suva ahead
of the arrival of the prime
minister, Anthony Albanese,
on Wednesday, said the U.S
invitation was ‘“a matter for
the Forum and the chair”, and
she was not aware of Chinese
requests for similar involve-
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ment.

“Fij1 sets the agenda. Fiji and
the secretary general look at
how the Forum is to be run,”
she said.

The New Zealand prime min-
ister, Jacinda Ardern, wel-
comed the .US engagement,
before adding the backhander
suggestion it was about time.

“They weren’t as present as
they perhaps have been in
the past,” Ardern said from
Nasinu, near Suva, on Tues-
day.

“At the behest of many in the
region, [the U.S] is now seek-
ing to re-engage again, to step
back up to the expectations
that already exist in the re-
gion.

“There’s been a call for more
engagement and you see the
response to that.”

Dr Anna Powles, a senior
lecturer in geopolitics and se-
curity studies at Massey Uni-
versity in New Zealand, said
the announcement contained
a number of “firsts”, such as
the first US envoy to the Pa-



cific Islands Forum and the
first US national strategy on
the Pacific Islands, and was
an attempt by Washington to
position itself as the Pacific’s
partner of choice.

However, she said these
moves were also Washington
acknowledging that its en-
gagement in the Pacific had
been inconsistent, ad hoc and
not very impactful over the
last few decades.

“U.S efforts to reset its re-
lationships with the Pacific
are driven by the recognition
that it has been absent from
a region it has deep ties with
through the freely associated
states, and deep interests in
such as fisheries, as well as
strategic concerns about the
role and influence of China in
the Pacific.”

Powles said the fact that
Harris had secured a slot to
speak to leaders this week
was “highly significant”, but
there were dangers for the
Pacific in being at the heart
of geopolitical competition
between superpowers.

“Pacific leaders are extreme-
ly capable of leveraging the
strategic anxieties of external
actors to secure opportunities
and support, however, there

is valid concern that strategic
competition disrupts and un-
dermines regionalism and re-
gional unity, whether that be
due to the increased tempo
of partners and projects, poor
or zero coordination, or the
failure to align with Pacific
priorities,” she said.

CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

// POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REVIEWS /

79



T i

@RAEHENT LY
FET RN PO P

© CENTER FOR PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES STUDIES, GDUFS

T YN

JETTHR

T4 Editor-In-Chief
=

S

PUTER Executive Editor

ARJYTF
AN
pURES
DTSR Editor
REE
Ev N>and Designer

BT

020-39326082
gwepics@126.com

JRETNTREBINARER 178 =) ZRIMESH
SARFAATHE 409 =



